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SUGGESTIONS ON THE DRAFTING OF THE ‘RESOLUTION ON CERTAIN QUESTIONS IN THE 
HISTORY OF OUR PARTY SINCE THE FOUNDING OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA'* 
1 1980-JUNE 1981) 


Keijing KED FLAG in Chinese No 13, 1 Jul 83 pp 2-15 


Article by Deng Xfaoping] 


lave zone over the outline prepared by the drafting group, and my 
impression is that it is overextended. We should avoid the narrative 
method and make the whole document more succinct. There should be conclu- 
Ly 


sions of important questions, and a bit more language of the kind. We 
must, of course, take care that what we say is accurate. 


The main idea, I think, should consist of the following three points: 


First, to affirm the historical role of Comrade Mao Zedong and adhere to 
and develop Mao Zedong Thought. This is the most essential point. We must 
hold high the banner of Mao Zedong Thought not only today but in the future 
as well. The decision adopted by the Fifth Plenary Session of the llth CPC ~ 
Central Committee on the rehabilitation of Comrade Liu Shaoqi has caused 
yach contusion among some people after it was relayed. Some people do not 
izree with the decision, thinking that it goes against Mao Zedong Thought. 
Others think that the rehabilitation of Comrade Liu Shaoqi shows that Mao 

tong rhought is wrong. Both views are incorrect, and all the confused 
ideas must be clarified. The appraisal of Comrade Mao Zedong and of Mao 
Zedong Thought is a matter of great concer. both inside and outside the 
party, both at home and abroad. Not only all our party comrades but also 
our triends in various quarters are concerned about what we have to say on 
this question. 


d.' 


*The drafting of the "Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our 

irty Since the Founding of the People's Republic of China" was led by the 
Political Bureau of the party Central Committee and the Secretariat of the 
party Centr. l Committee and presided over by Comrades Deng Xiaoping and Hu 
Yaobang. The drafting group was mainly led by Comrade Hu Qiaomu. Comrade 
Deng Xiaoping made suggestions on the drafting of the resolution and revi- 
sion of its draft on many occasions between March 1980 and the 6th Plenary 
Session of the Lith CPC Central Committee of June 1981. Here are excerpts 
from nine of his talks. 








te into the document we are drafting Che niscory r Ma Cedony 
isnt and how it came into being. One can say that Mao Zecong Thought 
Kk Shape rather comprehensively during the Yanan period. [ts theories on 
ne new-democratic revolution, including the theories on party building and 
the principles on the handling of inner-party relations, all toox shape 


ratner comprehensively around the time of the Rectification Campaign in 
Yanan. The resolution adopted by the Seventh Plenary Session of the Sixth 
Cpc Central Committee on certair questions in the history of our party 


mainly criticized the three "leit" lines! in contrast to the correct line 
represented by Comrade Mao Zedong. But it did not systematically expound 


the entire content of Mao Zedong Thought. Now that we are going to give a 
orrect evaluation of Mao Zedong Thought and scientifically establisr 
yuiding role, it is necessary to expound its main components in fairly 
yeneral terms, especially those which we should continue to implement in 
the tuture. Comrade Mao Zedong committed mistakes during the decade of the 
tural Revolution.'' However, in our appraisal of Comrade Mao Zedong 

md Mao Zedong Thought, it is necessary to analyze such mistakes in 4 
trutn-seeKking manner. 


(vr 


cond, 2 truth-seeking analysis should be made of the rights and wicngs 

of the major events over the past 30 years or so since the founding of the 
People's Republic of China, and a fair evaluation be made of the merits and 
demerits of some leading comrades. 


Third, this resolution shall be a basic summary of our work in the past. 
As I said before, it is better to write this summary in broad outline and 
n great detail. The purpose of summing up our past work is to guide 
e to close ranks and look to the future. We strive to ensure that, 
with the adoption otf the resclution, the party members and nonparty people 
will have their ideas clarified, reach consensus of views and, by and 
large, call an end to discussions on the major historical questions. Of 
course, it will be difficult to completely avoid discussions of past events 
in the ruture. However, such discussions may be conducted in connection 
with discussions of the work of the day. We should now work with one mind 
r China's modernization and we should all unite as one and look forward. 
is not so easy to do all this. We must try our best to work out a good 
resolution so that we can achieve a consensus and forestall differences on 


bjor issues. Then in the future, even if the past events are mentioned, 
eople will have no differing views. They will limit their talks to what 
ev have learned trom the resolution and from our past experiences and 
ASSO » 


These three points constitute the general objective of the general principle 
{ yeneral guideline of this resolution. The first point is the most 
important, the most fundamental and the most crucial. 


An 


In the past, we often talked about the 10 struggles between two opposing 
lines. How should we look at them now? 


; .? ; ; 
The struggle against Comrade Peng Dehuai~ cannot be viewed as a struggle 


between two lines. Nor can the struggle against Comrade Liu Shaoqi. 3 Thus, 


fo 
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’ bd . 2 
wid lito a front line and a second line, Gao Gang became very 


fe first gained the support of Lin Biao, which emboldened him to 
with his plan. At that time, he was in charge of northeast 
1, oln Biao was in charge of central-south China and Rao Shusni, east 


Vita reyard to southwest China, ne tried to win me over and had 


. ~ 


Ciations with me in which he said that Comrade Liu Shaoqi was 
wre. He wanted to draw me over to his effort to topple Comrade Liu 
(| made my attitude clear by saying that Comrade Liu Shaoqgi's 
in the party was an outcome of historical development, that he 
Oa comrade on the whole, and that it was inappropriate to try to 
torical position. Gao Gang also approached Comrade Chen Yun 
that a few more posts of vice chairmenship should be insti- 
iat both he and Chen should be the new vice chairmen. At this 
Ct, rade Chen Yun and | realized that it was something serious and we 
sGlately orouyht the matter to the attention of Comrade Mao Zedong. It 
most abnormal for Gao Gang to engage in behind-the-scenes deals and 
piracies in an attempt to bring down Comrade Liu Shaoqi. Therefore, 
struggle azainst Gao Gang should be reaffirmed. The Gao-Rao case was 
ed rather leniently. Hardly anyone was hurt. In fact, care was 
to protect a number of cadres. All in all, we could not but expose 
iny and Rao Shushi and deal with their case as we did. The way 


ise was landled is correct from today's point of view as well. 


ever, as to what line Gao Gang pushed after all, really I do not see 





inv. So it is hard to sav whether we should call the struggle 
ist hi 1 struygyzle between two lines. You may discuss it further. 
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irivntist strugzle in 19577 should be reaffirmed. After the comple- 
. * - * e : | . 

the socialist -ransformation!9, there was indeed a force--a trend 


t--in the country that was bourgeois in nature and opposed to 
lism. t wis imperative to counter this trend. I said on many occa- 
faat at that time there were indeed some people who were out for 
’ tried to negate the leadership of the Communist Party and change 


laiist orientation of our country. If we had failed to thwart their 
, | Said, we would not have been able to advance. Our mistake was 
dening the scope of the struggle. The United Front Work Department 

i report to the Central Committee, suggesting that all those who 
wrongly labeled rightists be redressed while renabilitation is out of 
juestion tor those who were correctly labeled. However, in the cases 
lose former prominent figures of the democratic parties who were 
ivhtists, it should be added to their verdicts that thev 
ormed good deeds before the antirightist struggle, and especially 
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of mind and liveliness. The two 
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y managed to work out some guiding rule 
i worked out the Twelve Articles on 


ind the Sixty Articles on the Work of People's Com- 
that at the time, Comrade Mao Zedong was conscientious 
left’ mistakes. His address at the conference of early 
ended by 7,000 peoplel®, was also good. At the Beidaihe 
ugust that year, however, he made another reversal, 
y class struggle, and with even greater emphasis at 
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Luttonary base area. Can it be said that all those who participated in 
ne Campaign were people of bad qualities? At first, Comrade Mao Zedong 
bLSoO CooK part, but he came to see what was wrong with it earlier than 
thers and drew important lessons from it. Later in Yanan, he put forth 
the principle of "killing none and not arresting most."24 It was necessary 
to heighten our vigilance against bad elements within our ranks during the 
exceptionally tense wartime. However, if we did not act soberly, failed 
to make Clear analysis and easily believed in confessions of the accused, 
it woula have been difficult for us to avoid making mistakes. Objectively, 
the situation was indeed tense at that time. But subjectively speaking, 
there was also a question of lack of experience. 


AS 4 matter ot tact, Comrade Mao Zedong did not mean to overthrow all the 
veteran cadres in the "Cultural Revolution." For instance, from the very 
beginnins Lin Biao was bent on persecuting Comrade He Long2> but Comrade 

i Zedons really wanted to protect him. Despite the fact that Comrade Mao 
Zedony didn't let anyone who failed to obey his orders off lightly, he had 

sideration as to how far disciplinary measures should 3o. We shouldn't 

ill the blame on him for the persecution which later increased in 
maynitude, although to a certain extent, it was his responsibility. Some 

ses of perpetration were faits accompli engineered solely by Lin Biao and 


toe “saas of tour' while others were made behind his back. Anyway, the 
overthrow ot a large number of cadres is the biggest tragedy of Comrade Mao 
' 


Zedong s later years. 


In nis later years, Comrade Mao Zedong was indeed not as consistent a 
thinke: as ne had been previously; some of his remarks were plainly con- 
tradictory. For instance, in appraising the "Cultural Revolution," he said 
that the revolution was 30 percent erroneous while 70 percent positive. He 
that it was 30 percent erroneous, because it was "overthrowing every- 
thing and waging full-scale civil war." Can anyone find any rational 
harmony between this statement and his remark stating it was 70 percent 


4 . a 
P Sitive. 


we Should make a clear-cut criticism of our mistakes, including those made 
by Comrade Mao Zedong. In doing so, we must be practical and realistic. 
ve should analvze the different situations and must not attribute al] our 
proolems to the personal qualities of some individuals. Comrade Mao 
‘edonz was not an individual in isolation: until his death he was the 
leader of our party. We must not exaggerate his mistakes. If we do, we 
will de slandering Comrade Mao Zedong as well as our party and state. 
Pxaygeration does not tally with historical facts. 


(Talk with some leading comrades of the party Central Committee on 
2) October 1980) 


V 


it is my opinion that we can settle for this outline of the draft resolu- 








thloauvree Chat we achieved yreat successes duriny the first 7 Years 
undinyg of the People's Republic of China. The socialist trans- 
formation in our country was a remarkable success, and it represents a 

pyOr ntribution to Marxism-Leninism by Comrade Mao Zedong. Even today, 
it is still necessary to explicate the theory of those achievements. 
wedless to say, there were also shortcomings. Sometimes we were a bit 


hasty in our work in some areas. 


ur work in the 10 years before the "Cu' ural Revolution" should be 
itfirmed as it was, in peneral, vood. During these 10 years we progressed 
‘adilyv. Despite the tact that we suffered setbacks and even made 
mistakes duriny that period, our achievements were the dominant feature 

of our work. At that time, the hearts otf the party and the masses were 
Linked .o the party had high prestige among the masses. The mood of 
rockety was vood, and the vast numbers of cadres and the broad masses of 
the people were in high spirits. Therefore, although there were diffi- 
culties, we were able to yet through them rather smoothly. There were 
problems in our economy, but on the whole it made much progress. While 
tully attirminy our achievements, we must also discuss in the resolution 
such mistakes as our struyyvle against rightists, the "Great Leap Forward" 
and the Lushan meeting. Generally speaking, these mistakes were due to 
our inexperience, and of course, our failure to remain prudent after winning 
the victory also played a part. It yoes without saying that Comrade Mao 
Zedong was chietly responsible tor those mistakes, for which he once made 
selt-criticism and took the responsibility. When all these points are 
clearly set forth, the draft can then move on to write about the evolution 
ot "left" ideology and how it led eventually to the outbreak of the 


"Cultural Revolution." 
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[The section dealing with the "Cultural Revolution" snould be written in 
broad outline. I am in favor of Comrade Hu Qiaomu's views. In comparison 
with the mistakes in the 17 years preceding it, the "Cultural Revolution" 
WAS ag yrave error affecting the overall situation. Its consequences were 
oo serious that their influence still lingers today. The “Cultural Revolu- 
on" was said to have made one generation of our people feel lost. In 

met, it is made more than one generation feel lost. During the "Cultural 
evolution” anarchism and extreme individualism ran wild which seriously 
poisoned the ethical standards of society. However, there also existed 
healtay aspects in that decade. The so-called "February adverse current ,''26 
was not an adverse current at all, but a correct movement which repeatedly 
waged struygle against Lin Biao and the "gang of four." 
Comrade Hu Yaobang has suggested that after the draft is completed, go 

ind hear what veteran cadres and statesmen including Comrades Huang 
Kecheng and Li Weihan have to say. This is a good suggestion and I am 
in favor oft it. 


(Talk with leading comrades of the drafting group of the resolution on the 
party's history on 18 March 1981) 


LO 








VI 


went to see Comrade Chen Yun the day before yesterday. He made two more 
iggeStions for the revision of the draft resolution. One is that a review 
it the party's history before the Liberation and of the party's 60 years 
ince its tounding should be added to the draft. With this review, the 
summiay-up of Comrade Mao Zedong's merits and contributions will be more 
omprenensive, and the establishment of Comrade Mao Zedong's historical 
role and the upholding and development of Mao Zedong Thought will rest on 
i comprehensive basis. This is a very good suggestion. Please convey it 
to the dratting group. The other is that the Central Committee should 
encourage people to study, particularly Marxist philosophy with emphasis 
m Comrade Mao Zedony's philosophical works. Comrade Chen Yun said that 
ne benefited a lot from studying these works. Comrade Mao Zedong told him 
on turee occasions that he must study philosophy. When he was in Yanan, 
he earnestly read over all the works by Comrade Mao Zedong, and that had 
a great influence on his later work. Many of our cadres don't understand 
philosophy vet and very much need to improve their way of thinking and 
working. Works such as "On Practice," "On Contradiction," "On Protracted 
ar,’ “Problems of War and Strategy," "On Coalition Government" and others 


nould be selected and published as a collection. We also need to select 
come works by Marx, Envels, Lenin and Stalin. In a word, it is essential] 
to study Marxist philosophy. It is also necessary to study some history. 
Youn, people con't know our history, especially that of the Chinese revo- 


lution and the Chinese Communist Party. Please report these suggestions 
to Comrade Hu Yaobang. The sections in the resolution on the party's 
history which deal with Comrade Mao Zedong's contributions to Marxist 
philosophy should be of richer and more substantial content. The idea of 
encouraviny people to study should be included in the concluding section. 


(Talk with leading comrades of the drafting group of the resolution on the 
party's history on 26 March 1981) 


VII 
everal rounds of discussions on the draft resolution have already been 
held. During the discussions many good suggestions were made which should 
Se accepted. However, there were also suggestions that cannot be accepted. 
r instance, Some suzyested that the 12th Plenary Session of the 8th CPC 
Central Committee and the 9th party congress2/ be declared illegal. If 
tueir lesality is negated, it would be untenable for us to say that during 
the "Cultural Revolution" the party was still functioning and the State 


Council and the People's Liberation Army were still able to do much of 
their essential work. Comrade Zhou Enlai explained the problems at the 
l2th Plenary Session of the 8th CPC Central Committee by pointing out that 
10 members of the party Central Committee had died, and the vacancies had 
been filled by 10 alternate members. Central Committee members present at 
the session thus totaled 50, that is to say, more than half of the members 
were present. He was in fact speaking about the legality issue. It is 
therefore not good to declare either the 12th Plenary Session of the 8th 
CPC Central Committee or the 9th party congress illegal, taking into 


11 








= | ; 4 fod , = ey = iw ? 
t(ftlon the deciston (a wise decision) made by Comrade Mao Zed 


iran 1 the leyality isvue of the provisional central leadership that 
is rormed in Shanghai in 1931 and the Fitth Plenary Session of the Sixth 


entral Committee which it subsequently convened.°3 Some comrades 
icyued that the party ceased to exist during the "Cultural Revolution." 
lt mnot be said so. Though the party's regular activities stopped for a 
while, tne party still existed. Otherwise how could we have smashed the 
yang of tour’ without firing a shot or shedding a drop of blood? So, 
furing tne "Cultural Revolution,” the party was still with us. If the 
levaliltyv of the Il2th Plenary Session of the 8th CPC Central Committee and 
Che 9C0 party congress is dented, this is tantamount to saying that the 
party ceased to exist for a period ot time. This is not true. 


Durias the “Cultural Revolution,” we achieved much success in our relations 
with other countries. Though our country was rife with internal turmoil at 
the time, 30s standiny as a biy power was recognized worldwide and its 
international standiny elevated. kKissinger29 came to visit China in July 
1971, and in October of that year, more than two-thirds of the member 
nations in the United Nations voted for the restoration of the lawful seat 
le'sS Republic of China in the United Nations, an event that 
nited States feel very much embarrassed. In February 1972, 
Nixon)? visited China, and the Shanghai communique was issued. In 
September, China and Japan restored diplomatic relations. In April 1974, 
l attended the Sixth UN Special Session, made a speech on behalf of our 
yovernment, and was accorded a warm welcome. After the speech, representa- 
tives trom many countries came up to shake hands with me. These are all 


? 


(Talk with leading comrades of the drafting group of the resolution on the 
party's history on 7 April 1981) 


VIII 


ae lave spent almost a year in drafting this document. Who knows how many 
times the dratt has been revised? Four thousand people discussed the draft 
ber 1980 and made many good and important suggestions. On the basis 
ft those discussions and the recently held discussion by some 40 people, 

the dratt was repeatedly revised. More than 20 comrades worked really hard 
on it, and thev have now settled for this draft. 


nme comrades said in the past that we shouldn't rush the drafting of this 
resolution. 1 think we should hurry up with it because people are waiting 
tor it. At nome, people both inside and outside the party are awaiting 
it. If we don't tinish it now, unanimity of opinion on some major issues 
will be out of the question. The world is also awaiting this resolution. 
People are assessing the situation in China with some doubts about our 
stability and unitv. Their doubts include whether or not we will be able 
to complete this resolution at all and whether we will be able to complete 
it soon. So it cannot be further delayed, for any further delay would not 
be yood for us. Of course, what we want is a good draft. This draft, as 
far as I can see, can serve at least as a good foundation. Written from 





t 
» L 
eT 
’ ¢ y 
‘ 
ii ici’ 
a 
. 
ii e 
et t Y 
, 
4 s 
tra 
Ne’ t 
, 1 
oC LILI t 
) , 
Wt 
’ 
( 
le iy 
ie ] 
La V¢ 
, 
WOPL.e 


Many 2 O¢ 


\d suggestions have been accepted. 





Dect lve t the three basil requirements Set down at tne very begin- 
\ smart ao ontorms to those requirements. 

to speed up work on the resolution, we cannot and need not hold 
round of discussion by the group of 4,000 people. They have 


i 
this draft has been revised in accordance 


extent possible. 


their opinions, and 
Ly opinions to the we now plan to hold an enlarged 
Bureau meeting of which will expend some time 


scrutiniziny and revising the draft so as to make it a still 


about /0 peop le ’ 


tt and to finalize it. After it is put in final form, we will 
' to the sixth plenary session. We envisage releasing it on the 
of the 60th anniversary of the founding of the party. I see no 
write anything else to mark the 60th anniversary. It is, of course, 
essary to organize some commemorative activities, but the release 
kocument should be the main event. 
resolution still has shortcoming, it is that it is a bit too long. 
tried to make it no longer than 20,000 characters, and then we set 
teat 25,000 characters. Now it has 28,000 characters. It seems 
loesn'’t matter to have 3,000 or 5,000 more characters. It's not 
to cut it down inflexibly. Of course, if you can cut it down in 
in the course of discussion, so much the better. 
ent was revised first on the basis of the discussion by 4,000 
ind then on the basis of the recent discussion by some 40 comrades. 


C1 Comrade Chen Yun 


.nstance, 


suzyvested that the resolution begin with < review of the history of the 28 
vears betore the founding of the People's Republic. That was a very impor- 
tant Suyyestion, and so now we have that review. There have been many 


other in 
result of the opinions you expressed. 


portant 


revisions. You will immediately recognize those made as a 


Of course, there are also sugges- 


tions which have not been accepted. 


should 
r»>aar . . 


ilso take some responsibility. 
situation 


mistukes, they are the mistakes of a great revolutionary and Marxist. 


i, there are two issues at the heart of the matter. First, are 
fao Zedong's contributions or his mistakes more significant? 
rin, the past 32 years, especially the 10 years before the 
Revolution," are our achievements or our mistakes more signifi- 
Was the situation in those years primarily dark or bright? There 
i third question of whether Comrade Mao Zedong alone should be 
r ill the mistakes of the past or whether others should also 
responsibility. This draft says more than once that the party 
committee should be held responsible, and that other comrades 


I think this conforms with the 


of that period. Fourth, although Comrade Mao Zedong 


enlaryed Political Bureau meeting of the party Central 
1981) 


May 
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‘solution is a pood one, and this draft is a yood draft. 
the beyinninyg that this resolution should hold high the vreat 
“ao Zedong Thought and make a balanced, factual appraisal of the 
wvolution"™ and Comrade Mao Zedong's merits and errors, so that 
the same role as the 1945 resolution did, that is, summing up 


ve, unityinyg our thinking and uniting us as one in looking to the 


think this dratt can meet such requirements. 
rratting this resolution has been goiny on for more than a year 
which time the resolution was first discussed by 4,000 people 


y Several dozen people and the enlarged Political Bureau meeting. 


rent discussion at this preparatory meeting of the sixth plenary 


the tourth round. I think we are beiny rather careful and 
it it. 


sess Comrade Mao Zedong is the central issue. In this regard, the 


nandled properly in the dratt. For instance, we properly 

f tie ec , ¢ tohpthe . 0 : . . ; Vv : 
the issue of whether to categorize Comrade Mao Zedong ’s errors 
to the party line. We decided not to refer to them in that 


into consideration the fact that such expressions as "the 


between the two lines" and "errors relating to the party line" 


incorrectly, indiscriminately and too often in the past. With 

1 think many cases in the party's history of two-line struggles, 
to call them, clearly cannot be established. Two of them ought 
letely reversed. They are the case of Liu Shaogqi, Peng Zhen, Luo 


Lu Dinyyi and Yang Shangkun 31 and the case of Peng Dehuai, Huang 


Ty 


‘ 


a . - aos . ) , . P . 
hany Wentian and Zhou Xiaozhou. 34 The basic verdict in the case 


nz and Rao Shushi remains unchanged, but this case can hardly be 


as a Struggle between the two lines. Luo Zhanglong was saic 
mmitted errors relating to the party line, but frankly, I think 
t catezorizing it fails to hit the nail on the head. S.hat Luo 
ictually did was to engage in factional strife, split the party 
lother party central committee. The case of Gao Gang and Rao 

1 similar nature though, of course, they didn't go so far as 
ther party central committee. Qu Qiubai's errors lasted less 
year and Li Lisan's, only 3 months. The former appraisal of 
es between the two lines in the party's history was not accurate. 
we don’t want to use this term. The other reason is that in the 
n as people within the party aired differing views, they were 
as advocates ot a different line and criticized as such. 
we must approach this issue very seriously, as it concerns the 


nt of the stvle of work of our party. Don't refer to the llth 
zress33} as one that made errors relating to the party line. 


be the "Cuitural Revolution" as one that made errors relating 
tv line either. In analyzing it, we can cut right through to 

nd take the mistakes for what they really are. As a matter of 

present analysis of the erroneous nature of the "Cultural Revolu- 
bevond the old concept of the so-called errors relating to the 


7 f course, discontinuing the use of the term "two-line struggle" 











t mean that the word "line" should no longer be used. For instance, 

we may continue using it in saying that the third plenary session has 
rmulated a correct ideological, political and organizational line. Not 

niv the word "Line," but also the term "general line" can still be used. 
ae ve actually been using it in saying that the drive for the four mod- 
ernizations is the general line of the new period. We used tae word "Jine" 

resolution too, so it has not fallen into disuse. In certain con- 
' reads quite smoothly and naturally, and the meaning 
is clear. However, as to inner-farty struggles, we should objectively 
flescride their nature and mistakes and explain their content. In principle, 
we shoul! no longer call them struggles between the two lines. In this 
respect, the resolution can be regarded as a precedent, which we may follow 
in the tuture. This is the first point I want to make. 


Al : ' 
texts, tne word line 


md, why must we put emphasis on the appropriateness of the assessment? 
jecause some recent talk about certain of Comrade Mao Zedong's mistakes 
is Deen too excessive. These excesses should be corrected as correcting 


them ntormms to the actual situation and is beneficial to the image of 

the Country and the party as a whole. Responsibility for some past mis- 
takes should be borne collectively, though chief responsibility, or course, 
lies with Comrade Mao Zedong. We hold that the system is a decisive factor, 


ind that the system was so in those days. At that time, we credited every- 
thing to one person. There were also issues to which we made no objections 
ind tor which we should be held partly responsible. Of course, what really 
happened then was that we found it difficult to express objections. How- 
‘ver, we Cannot evade the word "we."' It harms no one if we take some 
responsibility. On the contrary, we'll benefit from doing so because we 
can draw some lessons from that experience. I am talking about the central 
leadership. The leaders in the localities have no responsibility. Comrade 
Chen Yun and I were members of the Standing Committee of the Political 
Bureau at the time, so at least we two should be held responsible. Other 
leading comrades of the Central Committee should also bear some responsi- 
bilitv. Does this conform to the actual situation of those days? Yes, it 
oes. This is a tenable approach and will bring us great benefit. This is 
ilso what we mean when we first said the assessment of Comrade Mao Zedong 
must be based on facts and furthermore that it must be within bounds of 


Now the third point. During the discussion of problems in the first 2 


years atter the downfall of the "gang of tour," some comrades asked if 
mrade Hua Guoten,s's name should be mentioned. After careful considera- 
P ’ , t ° , ' ° ° ~ 1: r 

tion, we decided that it just won t do to omit mention of his name in 


this regard, the resolvtion should dovetail the circular issued after the 
Political Bureau meeting held last November. 34 Wording relatirg to him 
in the dratt resolution is much milder, sounds softer and carries less 
weight than that in the circular. I think this is better. Why? Because 
this ts a resolution on certain questions in the history of our party 
since the founding of the People's Republic of China, while that was a 
circular about a Political Bureau meeting. This resolution is a document 
that will zo down in history. Of course, the documents of the Political 


’ 


Bureau will also go down in history, but this resolution is a more serious 
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IND yriate terms. However, Comrade Hua Guofeng's Name must De Men- 
Cloned tere, tor this approach conforms to reality. If he is not men- 
tioned Dy name, there would be no grounds for changing his position. 

it's the first reason. Is the resolution of he Political Bureau 
mrade Hua Guofeng's position be changed? These ar 
alt ist answer. Furthermore, it is necessary to do so in light 
rrent itical developments You all know whose binner the remnant 
wn t tour’ torces and those who have ulterior motives are holding. 
the oast, thev used to hold the banner of the "gang of four." Wha 
rhout now They are now holding Hua Guoteng"s banner, that is, they claim 
support Hua Guofeng. this development is worth noting. Of course, we 
ild savy--and I have said it to many comrades that this has nothing to do 


wl rade Hua Guofteng. He himself is not involved in any activities in 
this respect. However, this social tendency warrants our attention. So it 
eneticial to the party and people to have Comrade Hua Guofeng's name 
mentioned and his mistakes pointed out in this resolution. This is also 


extreme! \d tor Comrade Hua Guoteng himself. 


vith resard to such other questions as whether to list the influence of 
petty bourgeois ideology as one of the causes of the "Cultural Revolution,’ 
[I think it does no harm to omit any reference to it. If it becomes neces- 
sary to oppose petty bourgeois ideclogy, we can deal with it in some other 

iments in the future. There is no hurry. We don't have to mention it 

should be criticiz-d here is misinterpretation, dogmatism and 

erroneous applications of what Lenin said about small production engender- 
ing capitalism and the bourgeoisie continuously, daily, hourly, spontane- 
susly, and on a mass scale. When stating the causes of the "Cultural 
Revolution,’ we'll make no reference to petty bourgeois ideolog. this 
time, neither will we copy the past formula which said that every mistake 
must have three causes: social, ideological and historical. It is good 
that we are following a new formula this time. 


Nere. Anat 


Talk at a preparatory meeting for the Sixth Plenary Session of the llth 
P Central Committee on 22 June 1981) 


FOOTNOTES 
The three "left" lines. These refer to the mistakes of "left" 
utschism represented by Qu Qiubai during the period from November 1927 
to April 1928, the m.stakes of "left" adventurism represented by Li 
Lisan in June-September 1930 and the mistakes of "left" adventurisnm 
represented by Wang Ming during the period between January 1931 and 
January 1935, prior to the Zunyi meeting. 


This refecs to the struggle launched in 1959 against the so-called 
right opportunist line of Peng Dehuai. See 17 of the "Resolution on 
Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the Founding of the 
People's Republic of China.’ 








r f truvygle launched during the "Cultural Revolution" 
{ ylled counterrevolutionary revisionist line of 
ae the resolution mentioned in note 2. 
’ (1879-1942), a native of Huaining, Anhui Province. Beginning 
t L915, was chief editor t the journal QINGNIAN (YOUTH) 
Ja ter imed XIN QINGNIAN (NEW YOUTH). He founded MEIZHOU 
. (W! t VIEW) together with Li Dazhao in 1915, advocated new 
tur Wa ne of the main leaders of the new cultural movement in 
ri t May 4th Movement. After the May 4th Movement, he 
t spread Marxism and became one of the main founders of the 
( ist Party. He was the main leader of the party tor its 
‘ rs. 4H mmitted serious right capitulationist mistakes 
r C iter period of the First Revolutionary Civil War (1924-27). 
Ler, ecame pessimist li about and lost faith in the tuture of 
t 1, accepted Trotskvist views and set up an inner-party 
t nga intipartv activities. He was expelled from the 
r 1929, and openly organized Trotskyist activities. 
t the Kuomintang in October 1932 and was released in 
; 37 ft died of illness in Jiangjin, Sichuan Province, in 1942. 
LY3>), a nati ( ingzhou, Jiangsu Province. He 
t Part yf China in 1922 and was one of the leaders 
rf its early vears. In 1927, at the crucial junction 
ter t lure of the great revolution, he presided over the 
\ st 7" meeting after which he took charge of the day-to-day work 
tr the party Central Committee as a Standing Committee member of the 
itical Burea - the Provisional Party Central Committee. He com- 
tred mistakes ot "left" putschism during the period from November 
t ril 1928. In September 1930 he presided over the Third 
lenary Session the Sixth CPC Central Committee at which Li Lisan's 
‘left’ adventurist mistakes were corrected. At the Fourth Plenary 
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PC Central Committee held in 1931, he was 


celled from the leading organs of the party Central Cum- 
c's "left" dogmatists and factionalists. He was 


1935 on his wav from Jiangxi to 
June. 


Februarv 
death Changdinz, Fujian, on 18 


intang i1n 


‘r's in ( 


i1rial Revolution" he was falsely charged as a "traitor." 

i Committee redressed this charge in October 1980. 

m7), a NMalive Liling, Hunan Province. He joined 
Cnina in 1921 and was one of the main leaders 

rkers'’ movement. In June-September 1930, when he was 


of the party Central Committee, he committed "left" 


Lkes Later he admitted his mistakes and corrected 
Le nember of the party Central Committee at the 

ith rt ‘ongresses. 

sit , a native of Liuyang, Hunan Province. He 

n irty ot China in 1921 and was elected a member 


After the Fourth 


Central Committee. 
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litical commlssar of the ned army. He opposed the party 


ntral Committee s decision that the Red Army Should advance north- 
sarc, enyayed in activities to split the party and the Red Army, and 


‘fo up another central committee. In June 1936 he was forced to 
lish the second central committee and joined the Second and Fourth 
ront Armie tf the Red Army on the way north, arriving in north 


ranxl in December of that vear. Beyinning in September 1937, he was 
vi birman and acting chairman of the Government of the Shaanxi- 
rpansucNinyxia Border Reyion. Pakiny advantaye of the occasion to ofter 
sacritices to the tomb of the Yellow Emperor in April 1938, he fled the 
insusNinxxia Border Reyion. Arriving in Wuhan via Xian, he 
;cined the Kuomintany special ayency clique and became a traitor to 
the Chinese revolution. For this he was expelled from the party. He 
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ruyvyle of 1957 refers to the campaign against bour- 
geois rightists in that year. In April 1957, the party Central Com- 
mittee decided to launch a rectification movement aimed at opposing 
bureaucratism, factionalism and subjectivism throughout che party. 


4 


KL: idvantaye of this, a tiny number of bourgeois rightists attacked 
the irtv and the newborn socialist system in a vain attempt to super- 
“he leadership of the Communist Party. In June that year, the 


ir? entral Committee 1 sued 2 directive to repel the attacks by the 

bentcists. such an acti wainst tiny number of bouryveois rightists 
Was entirely necessary. However, the mil stake of enlarging the scope 

t truyyzle was committed. 1978, the party Central Committee 
fecidecd to reexamine the 1st t those who were designated as rightists 


ind corrected the conclusions reyardiny those who were wrongly desig- 


= ; ; eS ; mis : a 
LA. ihe moietCion of the socialist tra rmations. inis reters to the 
sOclallst transtormation Dv Che tate f ayriculture, handicrafts and 
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nitalist industry and commerce. be Cask Was basically accomplished 
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bad Ove GOOLISied. AC the second Chengznou meeting, the major topic 
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» production brigade and production team) with the production 
in some places this referred to a production brigade approxi- 


} , * nr rn } . : , } nr } . . . nr t+? : 
' ‘ - * it aa. (’ ad\ iii . agri< 11t al procucers cooperative) as 


Chie i mit. within a commune recognizing the differences between 
t: teams and dDetCWeen mmune members, and carrying out the 

yrin-iples of “to each according to his work" and exchange at equal 

Values. The meeting worked out "Some Regulations Concerning the 


‘ . ' 1 ' / / ec " 
Management System of the People s Communes (Draft). 


lL’. Lushan Mountain in Jiangxi Province was the place for an enlarged meet- 


inxs of the Political Bureau of the party Central Committee on 2 July- 
Ll August 1959 and for Eighth Plenary Session of the Eighth CPC Central 
ommittee on 2-16 Auyust 1959. Both meetings were known as the Lushan 
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\rti ; dustrial Work refers to the 70-article "Regula- 
t i lweernin, work in State Industrial Enterprises (Draft)" formu- 
1a v e party Central Committee in September 1961. After the 
veep Forward” of 1958, many enterprises failed to institute a 


ict responsibility svstem and paid inadequate attention to business 
mtinyg, toeir wa, ind award systems practiced egalitarianism and 
rt y! ttees nanuled the day-to-day administrative work. 
IS oi result, there existed the common phenomena of confused production 
r r, lind direction and arbitrary operation, serious damages to 
In view of this, the draft 
seventy Articies on Industrial Work defined clearly the nature of state 
r fundamental tasks, reaffirmed the 
system of factory directors assuming the responsibility under the 
leadership of the varty committees, required the establishment and 
improvement of the necessary responsibility systems and rules and 
regulations, emphasized th principles of carrying out planned manage- 


to work, enhancing enterprises’ 


> 


ind very poor economic results. 


es 


, . | 
Incgustrial enterprises and tne 
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economic resuits and providing material benefits for workers and staff 
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t.ansitl ( LisTt--= te: dency characterized 
1 for the propert t collective economic units without com- 
WAS SeT.lously imay in Chie y’clcultural product lve torces 
Chereltore e resolutely ed and thoroughly corrected. 
things, the ment st tated: The rural people's com- 
f institute the three-level ownership with the production 
; > the basic units (at that time this referred to the 
oduction ntingents which were renamed production brigades 
i their subdivided production groups renamed production 
$3 February 1962, the party Central Committee issued a 
wkKiny the production teams, instead of the production 
ie basic accounting units of the rural people's communes) ; 
vers should be allowed to farm small private plots and 
small-scale househol ideline production; the principle of 
cording to his work" ould be resolutely upheld and work 
ombined with adequate rest. The letter of directives played 
role in correcting the "tendency to prematurely effect the 
to communism" and chanying the undesirable situation in the 
at that time. 
les on the Work of People's Communes refers to the "Regula- 
e Work of Rural People's Communes (Draft)" formulated bv 
entral Committee in Mar 1961. Aimed at correcting the 
{ t ¢t t between pr iction bri ides and eCWeen 
eople's mmunes, the document laid down fairly systematic 
1 r ore ing the relatively large sizes of the communes 
>, rreet the tendency of people's mmune s 
ri trol er t inv things of their subordinate 
improvi the democrat system and management. In May and 
ft ear, the party Central Committee revised this draft 
ted the “Regulatic n the Work of Rural People's Communes 
irt)'' for discussion and adoption on a trial basis, in 
ier stipulations were made to abolish the free supply system 
listribution and to close public canteens. On 2/7 September 
Ytth Plenary Session of the 8th C?C Central Committee 
lopted the "Regulations on the Work of Rural People's 
fevised Draft).'" The implementation of the Sixty Articles 


restori 


aved an important role in 
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under the leadership of cur party, they will defeat the Japanese 
tyvressors, liberate the whole people and build a new-democratic 
hina." The congress also adopted the new party constitution and 
elected the new party Central Committee. The new party constitution 
fetined that Mao Zedong Thought--the integration of the theory of 
Marxism-Leninism with the practice of the Chinese revolution--as the 
guide for all work of the Chinese Communist Party. It was a congress 
of unity and victory. 


In view of the mistakes in the work of examining cadres' personal 
nistories being conducted at thai time, this is an important policy 
put torward by Mao Zedong on 9 October 1943 in his written instruc- 
tions on a piece of material. 


He Long (1896-1969), a native of Sangzhi, Hunan Province, was then a 
memoor of the Political Bureau of the party Central Committee, vice 

irman of the Military Commission of the party Central Committee 
ind vice premier of the State Council. He was persecuted to death by 
the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing counterrevolutionary cliques during the 
“Cultural Revolution." The party Central Committee decided to 
rehabilitate his reputation in September 1974 and completely 
exonerated him in October 1982. 


Around February 1967, at the briefings of the Political Bureau of the 


ot the Military Commission of the party Central Committee, Tan Zhenlin, 
Chen Yi, Ye Jianying, Li Fuchun, Li Xiannian, Xu Xiangqian and Nie 
Rongzhen strongly criticized the errors of the "Cultural Revolution." 
But these were smeared as the "February adverse current" and were 
suppressed and attacked. Zhu De and Chen Yun also were mistakenly 
criticized. At the same time, the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing counter- 
revolutionary cliques took the opportunity to stir up the so-called 
wave of "counterattacking the adverse current of restoration spreading 
from above to below," and attacked and persecuted party and state 
leading cadres at various levels on a still larger scale. After the 
traitorous fleeing of Lin Biao in 1971, Mao Zedong said that the 
“February adverse current" should not be mentioned again. After the 
"cang of four’ was smashed, the party Central Committee formally 
announced the rehabilitation of the "February adverse current." 
ninth party congress refers to the Ninth National Congress of the 

hine Communist Party held from 1 to 24 April 1969 in Beijing. The 
congress legitimized the erroneous theories and practices of the 
"Cultural Revolution" and strengthened the position of Lin Biao, 
Jiany Qing and Kang Sheng in the party Central Committee. The guid- 
ing principles of the ninth party congress were wrong ideologically, 
politically and organizationally. 


See "Our Study and the Current Situation," "Selected Works of Mao 
Zedonz,' Vol 3, p 165. 
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Henry Kissinger (1923-  ) was assistant to U.S. President Nixon for 
national security atfairs at that time. He came to Beijing in July 
L971 to hold talks with Premier Zhou Enlai on the normalization of 
relations between the two countries. 


Richard Nixon (1913-  ), a Republican, was President of the United 
States at that time. 


Peny Zhen was then a member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central 
Committee, a member of the Secretariat of the party Central Committee, 
the tirst secretary of the Beijing municipal party committee, a vice 
chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress 
and mayor ot Beijing. Luo Ruiqing was then a member of the Secre- 
ariat of the party Central Committee, the secretary general of the 

litary Commission of the party Central Committee, the chief of the 
General Staff of the Chinese People's Liberation Army and a vice 
premier of the State Council. Lu Dingyi was then an alternate member 
ot the Political Bureau of the party Central Committee, a member of 
the Secretariat of the party Central Committee, the head of the 
Propaganda Department of the party Central Committee and a vice 
premier of the State Council. Yang Shangkun was then an alternate 
vember of the Secretariat of the party Certral Committee and director 
ot the General Office of the party Central Committee. During the early 
stage of the "Cultural Revolution," they were mistakenly designated as 
the "Peng Zhen-Luo Ruiqing-Lu Dingyi-Yang Shangkun counterrevolu- 
tionary clique." The party Central Committee issued documents in 
February 1979, in May 1980, in June 1979 and in October 1980 respec- 
tively to clear their names. 


Peng Dehuai was then a member of the Political Bureau of the party 
Central Committee, a vice premier of the State Council and concur- 
rently the minister of national defense. Huang Kecheng was at that 
time a member of the Secretariat of the party Central Committee and 
the chiet of the General Staff of the Chinese People's Liberation 
Army. Zhanz Wentian was then an alternate member of the Political 
Bureau of the party Central Committee and a vice minister of foreign 
affairs. Zhou Xiaozhou was then an alternate member of the party 
Central Committee and the first secretary of the Hunan provincial 
party committee. At the Eighth Plenary Session of the Eighth CPC 
Central Committee held in August 1959, they were mistakenly designated 
as a "right opportunist antiparty group." On 27 June 1981, the 

6th Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee adopted the 
"Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since 
the Founding of the People's Republic of China'' which announced: ‘he 
resolution passed by the Eighth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central 
Committee of the party concerning the so-called "antiparty group of 
Peng Dehuai, Huang Kecheng, Zhang Wentian and Zhou Xiaozhou" was 
entirely wrong. 


The llth National Congress of the Chinese Communist Party was held from 
12 to 18 August 1977 in Beijing. The congress played a positive role 
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in exposing and criticizing the Jiang Qing counterrevolutionary clique 


ind mobilizing the whole party to build China into a modern, powerful 
socialist country. Because of Limitations of the historical condi- 
tions and the erroneous intluence of Hua Guofeng at that time, the 
political report of the congress still confirmed erroneous theories, 
policies and slogans of the "Cultural Revolution" and thus played a 
nevative role, hindering the process of bringing order out of chaos. 
when Deny Xiaoping gave this talk, he could not analyze both aspects 
f the role of the llth party congress because conditions were not 
Vet mature. 


ie The Political Bureau ot the CPC Central Commi tee held nine meetings 


r 


in succession trom 10 November to 5 December /80 and unanimously 
idopted the "Circular of the Meeting of the P itical Bureau of the 
Party Central Committee." The circular notified the whole party of 
the “lett and other mistakes made by Hua Guofeng after the downfall 
r the "“cany of four,' and of the suggestions which the Political 
tureau decided to make to the 6th Plenary Session of the llth CPC 


‘ntral Committee--accepting the resignation of Hua Guofeng from his 


oosts a5 chairman of the party Central Committee and chairman of the 
“Military Commission of the party Central Committee, and electing Hu 
inv chairman of the party Central Committee and Deng Xiaoping 


hairman of the Military Commission of the party Central Committee. 


CSO: 4004/42 
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jeijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 13, 1 Jul 83 pp 16-22 
[Article by Li Qi; passages within slantlines published in boldface} 


[Text] At a time when we are celebrating the 62d anniversary of the found- 
ing of the CPC, "Selected Works of Deng Xiaopirz" is published. This is a 
yreat issue which people have expected for quite a long time. 


Selected in the works are 47 iwportant speeches delivered by Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping during the period from 1975 to the 12th CPC National Congress held 
in 1982, 39 of which have never been published before. Two important events 
happened in the period covered by "Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping," namely, 
the smashing of the "gang of four" and the convocation of the 3d Plenary 
Session of the llth CPC Central Committee. Based on this, the articles 

in the book can be divided into three parts. 


The first part deals with 1975, the late stage of the "Great Cultural Revo- 
lution." There are a total of eight articles in this part, the most impor- 
tant ones being "The Whole Party Must Take Into Consideration the Overall 
Situation and Boost the National Economy" and "All Fields Must Be Straight- 
ened Out.'' This was the time when the "gang of four" ran wild and threw 
their weight around. At such a crucial moment, Comrade Xiaoping took up 

the responsibility of being in charge of the routine work of the party and 
state. Regardless of being toppled once again, he resolutely waged a tit- 
for-tat struggle against the "gang of four." Starting from rectifying the 
army, he repeatedly proposed several rectifications, and attempted to ease 
the situation so as to restore political stability and to boost the national 
economy. Unfortunately, the so-called "criticizing Deng and counterattacking 
the right deviation of reversing previous verdicts" movement carried out 
later interrupted the historical process. But Comrade Xiaoping represented 
the correct leadership of the party, and his speeches, which corresponded 
with the will of the party and people, are still remembered by people even 
today. 


The second part deals with 1977 and 1978, the first 2 years following the 
smashing of the "gang of four." There are a total of 13 articles in this 
part, the most important ones being "'Two Whatevers' Does Not Correspond 








aith Marxism,” "Speech at the Opening Ceremony of the National Conference on 
tence," and "Speech at the PLA Conference on Political Work." At that 

time, che 10 years of turmoil came to an end and the "gang of four" was 

being criticized, but the "left" erroneous guiding ideas which caused the 


turmoil had not yet been clearly eliminated. Also at that time, Comrade Hua 
suoteng put forward the wrong guiding principle of "two whatevers," seri- 
ously hampering the movement of bringing order out of chaos. Our party was 
taced with the difficulty of marching forward in hesitation. Before coming 
out to work, Comrade Xiaoping carefully and deliberately put forward the 
idea "completely and correctly understand Mao Zedong Thought," and clearly 
pointed out that "two whatevers" did not correspond with Marxism. After 
coming out to work, he personally grasped the work of bringing order out of 
chaes on sctlentific and educational fronts, and broke the forbidden area of 
“two estimations." Shortly after the holding of the discussion on the 
criteria ot truth, he firmly supported the discussion at the army confer- 
ence on political work, and repeatedly delivered speeches stressing the 
restoration ot the fine tradition of seeking truth from facts. All these 
made theoretical preparations for the reestablishment of a Marxist ideo- 
logical line within the party, for the convocation of the 3d Plenary Session 
or the llth CPC Central Committee, and for achieving historical changes. 


fhe third part deals with the period from the 3d Plenary Sessioa of the 
lith CPC Central Committee in 1978 to the 12th CPC National Congress in 
1982. There are a total of 26 articles in this part, the most important 
ones being "Emancipate the Mind, Seek Truth From Facts, Unite as One, and 
Look Ahead,"' "Uphold the Four Basic Principles," "Some Ideas on Drafting 
the ‘Resolution on Some Questions in the History of the Party Since the 
Founding of the PRC,'" "Carry Out the Policy of Readjustment, Ensure 
Stability and Unity,'’ and "Opening Speech at the 12th CPC National Con- 
gress."' Since the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee, 

we have brought order out of chaos in all fields, and the 60th anniversary 
of the founding of the CPC, the CPC Central Committee made the "Resolution 
on Some Questions in the History of the Party Since the Founding of the 
PRC,'' summed up historical experiences, and unified the thinking of the 
whole party. Comrade Xiaoping concretely guided the work of drafting the 
"Resolution." Along with the shifting of the main task of the whole party, 
Comrade Deny Xiaoping once again led us in exploring how to build socialism 
with Chinese characteristics, and also put forth a series of problems 

about theory and policies. All these were later summarized in the docu- 
ments ot the 12th CPC National Congress, and were systematically expounded 


ind rurther deve loped ° 
@ eo 


‘Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping" has substantial content, involving the 
fields of politics, economy, science, education, literature and art, and 
united front, the army, and the party's construction. The following is a 
briet introduction to its main contents. 
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row Ort the Shackles ot Doymatism and Personality Cult, Reestablish 
the Ideolovical Line ot Seeking Truth From Facts and Dialectical Material- 


Vialectitcal materialism is the theoretical basis to guide our ideclogy. 

, the 10 years of turmoil, the personality cult was lauded to the sky, 
and quotations trom one's works became the sole criteria and standard to 
judge right and wrong and to guide practical work, resulting in the serious 
leviation of our work from the ideoloyical line of Marxism. After the 
smashing of the "gang of tour," Comrade Hua Guofeng put forth the guiding 
principle ot "two whatevers,' and persisted in "leftist" mistakes. Comrade 
Xiaoping was the first one to call on the whole party to emancipate the 
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mind, throw oft the shackles, and return to the ideological line of seeking 
truth trom tacts. His call was the precursor of the subsequent discussion 
of tar-reachiny signiticance on the problem of the criteria of truth. He 
pointed out: We must proceed trom practice, not from a book, and the 
ideological line ot seeking truth from facts was the foundation for formu- 
lating a correct political line and a guarantee for correctly implementing 

1 political line, and the guiding principle of emancipating the mind and 
seeking truth trom tacts was a great political problem concerning the future 
ind destiny of the party and state. All these ideas have been deeply 
expounded in his article "Emancipate the Mind, Seek Truth From Facts, Unite 
as One, and Look Ahead." This article was actually the subject of the 
report to the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee which 
marked a great historical turning point, playing a decisive role in 
r-estadlishing a Marxist ideological line within the party, in removing 
ideological obstacles, and in stimulating bringing order out of chaos on 

all fronts. 

- Revise the Wrong Theory on Class Struggle, Shift the Focus of the Whole 
Party and State Onto Economic Construction/ 


The wrong estimation of the situation of class struggle created a syste- 
ttist’ theory on class struggle. For quite a long time, the party 
ind State focused on class struggle and failed to shift it to economic 
Mmstruction. This is the basic bitter lesson since the 8th CPC National 
gress. when Comrade Deng Xiaopiny was in charge of the work of the 
entral leadership in early 1975, he put torth the idea of “treating the 
three instructions as a key link," centering on "boosting the national 
economy. Through rectitication, he attempted to end the turmoil and 
‘reate a stable political situation for carrying out economic construction. 
Under the situation of "treating class struggle as the key link" and 
criticizing the so-called "theory on stressing productive forces alone,’ 
Comrade Xiaoping's idea was very commendable. In September 1978, when a 
basic victory had been won in the movement of exposing and criticizing the 
"pang of four," he pointed out that after the movement basically came to an 
end, we must grasp routine work and must not endlessly carry out the move- 
ment. The basic expression of the superiority of the socialist system was 
the rapid development of social productive forces and the gradual meeting 
of the needs of the people in material and cultural life. The 3d Plenary 
Session of the llth CPC Central Committee made a strategic decision to 
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ver TK is of our work. Afterward, Comrade Xiaoping Systematically 


fised and corrected erroneous theories on class struggle. After making 
in analysis of the fundamental changes in the class status of China's 
Lety he made a new assessment of the main contradictions in China's 


lety, which corresponded with objective reality. He pointed out: In a 
lalist society, class struggle will still exist for quite a long time 
itnin a certain scope, and this was a unique legacy left over by previous 

lass struggles in socialist conditions. We should neither diminish nor 
expanc it. The theory on carrying out a "revolution" in which "one class 
overthrows the other" after the working class has seized political power and 
completed socialist transformation of private ownership of the means of 
production has been proved wrong by practice. Comrade Xiaoping said: Our 
main contradiction at the present stage is the very low level in the devel- 
pment ot productive forces, which is far from meeting the needs of the 
eople and state, and resolving this main contradiction is our central task. 
All these penetrating analyses made by him have restored and developed the 
rrect line of the Sth CPC National Congress. In order to ensure the 
smooth proyzress and healthy development of economic construction, while 
removing the obstacles of "Leftist" ideas, which negated the policy of the 
d Plenary Sesston of the llth CPC Central Committee, Comrade Xiaoping 
essively put forward that we must adhere to the four basic principles 
tad tour yuarantees, directly lead the whole party in carrying out the 
struggles olf tighting against the ideological tendency of bourgeois 
liberalism, and hit hard at serious crimes in economic and other fields. 
The four basic principles put forth by him have been recorded in the gen- 
eral program of the party constitution and have become the general guiding 
thought of China's Constitution and the common political foundation for 
achieving the unity of the whole party and the unity of the people of 
vartous nationalities throughout the country. 


/3. Proceed From China's Conditions, Take the Road of Building Socialist 
Modernization of the Chinese Style/ 


the past, due to the lack of experiences and the frequent copying of 
toreisn methods, there appeared in our economic construction a certain kind 


atism and some patterns. While guiding the practice of building 
wdernization, Comrade Xiaoping particularly stressed that we must sum up 


rival experiences, break some fixed patterns, and formulate guiding 
orinciples and policies proceeding from China's conditions. In 1979, he 
dointed out that in the past we carried out democratic revolution according 
to China's conditions, and at present we must also carry out construction 


iccording to China's conditions and take a road of building modernization 
of the Chinese style. The opening speech at the 12th CPC National Congress 
{s a programmatic document for building the four modernizations and creating 
i new situation. In the speech, he pointed out that whether in revolution 
or construction, we must pay attention to studying and using the experience 
of other countries, but copying experience and patterns of other countries 
has never been successtul. He called on us "to integrate the universal 
truth of Marxism with the concrete practice of China, and take our own road 
to build socialism with Chinese characteristics," thus pointing out to us 
the correct road for future revolution and construction. 





mar t fort iny important stratevic ideas a eri id- 
» fl jictes, such as making the development o: China's 

e ml nstruction and the people's material and cultural life attain a 
ratlvel well-ort level at the end t the CPeRLUry;, enlar,gi : 

: ) txiny power of localities and enterprises; fully yrous ins Clie 

Chusi ut the state, localities, enterprises, and individuals; manayiny 
the « y with an economic method; universally estah!ishing congresses or 
assoclations of workers; yvradually practicing the method of electing leaders 
within a certain scope; practiciny various responsibility systems; imple- 
nent ir tne principle ot distribution according to work to make some people 
ri tirst so as to lead all people toward common wealth; and adopting an 

en-door policy toward froreixn countries. All these ideas have been proved 

rrect Sv the practice ot ecanamic development in recent years. 

- aan’ Importance to Knowledye, Intellectuals, Science, and Education/ 
In eur LY77, when Comrade Xiaoping had not vet come out to work, he 
explicitly pointed out that it was necessary to create an atmosphere within 
thre irt tf respecting Knowledge and talented people. At a time when 
there still existed the obstinate prejudice of neglecting knowledge and 
looKis wn at intellectuals, his idea was full of vision and sagacity. 
erore | le offered to undertake the responsibility of being in charze 

pChentiric and education work, and delivered many important speeches. 
roceedi tr Marx’ view of science and technology being productive 
tor ; nm the fact that science and technology have plaved an 
rtaunt role in developing social productive forces in the world over the 
ist rail decades, he pointed out: Developing science and education, and 
bold odernization in science and technology are the keys to achieving 
China's tour modernizations. Breaking the forbidden area, he spoke for 
millions of intellectuals and overthrew the "two estimations" on them. He 
criticized the crime of the "gang of four" who distorted the division 
between mental labor and manual labor as class opposition and undermined 
the alliance ‘tween workers, peasants, and intellectuals. He scientifically 
expoun that in a socialist society, both mental and manual laborers are 
| “¢ ! their difference is but the social division of labor. On 
we. the central leadership, he reaffirmed that the vast majority of 
intellectuals fa ecome the intellectuals ot the working class and laboring 
le, tCnat is, the ave become a part of the working class. He also 
t' x ue Tine talectical relations Llp De Cween "Red" and "expert and 
thers. Todav the licvy on intellectuals has vet to be further imple- 
ented, and restudying these speeches of Comrade Xiaoping is of practical 
sigynitia IC e. 
rive Full Play to the Superiority of the Socialist System, Reform the 
eadership System of the Party and State/ 
In recent years Comrade Xiaoping has time and again stressed that it is 
necessary to conduct a series of retorms in order to carry out the four 
modernizations. Reforms must be irried out in the whole process of build- 
ing the four modernizations. This is an important guiding idea by which 
uur party lea the building of the four modernizations. He has stressed 








that it is necessary to rerorm the leadership and organization systems. 
ming up the experience of the roots of the 10 years of armed, 
rnaic: I do not mean that no individual person should be blamed for 
that, Dut that the systems of leadership and organization are factors that 
ire more tundamental, comprehensive, stable, and protracted. Many defects 
exist in our present system, and if they are not resolutely eliminated, 
rnization cause will be destroyed. In order to give full play to 
the superiority of the socialist system he demanded that economically we 
must rapidly develop productivity and gradually improve people's material 
| il life, politically we must fully carry forward democracy and 
pertect the leval system, and organizationally we must bring about a great 
number of talented people who uphold the four basic principles, are com- 
y4ratively youny, and have professional knowledge. 


Retorm ot the Leadership System of the Party and State" has systematically 
expounded problems in these tields and pointed out the direction for carry- 
imy, out the reform. In the article, he emphatically talked about the prob- 
lem oor how to guarantee the implementation of ideological and political 
ines, caliing for the abolition of the lifelong tenure of the cadres' 
leading positions, for the conscious replacement of the old by the young 

fm party and yovernment leading organizations at all levels, and for the 
gradual realization of the goal of making leading persons more revolu- 
Cilonaryv, vounger, more intellectual, and more professional. We must reso- 
lutely vet rid of shortsighted views which fail to observe a problem in the 
long run, and we must promote a great number of excellent middle-aged and 
young cadres so as to guarantee that there is no lack of successors to 
carry on our cause. In other articles, he also says: The most important 
task for elderly cadres is to cultivate and select middle-aged and young 
cadres and, if we fail to properly resolve this problem, we will have no 
face to meet Marx. Since the 5th Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central 
‘committee, we have established the Secretariat of the CPC Central Committee 
ind have carried out the handing over and taking over of power in a collec- 


tive manner. Beginning in 1982, we started streamlining the structure and 
Our party is now carrying out properly and step by step the reform in this 
revar 

ahile Suilding a High Degree of Material Civilization, Build a High 


rree ot Socialist Spiritual Civilization/ 


e llth CP ongress has treated equally the building of a high degree of 
ist spiritual civilization and the building of a high degree of 
falist materia: civilization, and has treated it as a fighting goal of 
the whole party. This is a new development in scientific socialism. In 


ne process of establishing this formulation, Comrade Xiaoping rendered 

any expositions. He explained spiritual civilization in a scientific way, 
saving that it comprehends not only science, education, and culture, but 
deoloxy, ideals, beliefs, ethics, discipline, revolutionary 
stand and principle, and the comradely relationship between man and man. He 
aid: The more vigorously we carry out economic reforms and adopt an open 
policy toward foreign countries, the more importance we must attach to the 
building of spiritual civilization, otherwise, we will disarm ourselves 
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iritually. is remarks are shar] id penetrating, calling tor dee 
t t The slogan raised by hi “making the people of various 
Natlonalities of our country ecome pedpie Who have ideals, moral inteyvrityv 
an ulture, and observe discipline has now become the normal conduct and 
the righting yoal ot the people all over the country. 

?, Build a Revolutionary Patriotic United Front/ 
Comrace Xiaoping was chairman of the Fifth National CPPCC Committee. He 
gave a selentitic exposition ot the nature, tasks, and targets of the united 
Iront } Che new Derlod, explained the Central Committee's basic Viewpoint 
on the ited tront in the new period, and made new and major policy deci- 
sions for realizing the great unity and reunification of our country. “The 
Pasks of the United Front and the CPPC the New Period" points out: There 
have been tundamental chanyes in the social class situation in China, and 
Ur intry’s united tront has become an extensive alliance under working 
class idership and based on the worker-peasant alliance, including social- 
ist laborers and patriots who support socialism. Afterward, he also 


included patriots who supp 
the Scope tt the united fr 
that can be united, under 

to build China into a powe 
reunification, including t 
the international struygle 
/8. Build a Modernized an 


all 


cond 


Comrade Nil. threw 


in the 


the motherland within 
for the uniting of all forces 


reunification of 


) ] ‘ 
alled 


ort the 


ont, and 


the banner of patriotism, to make common efforts 
rful socia.ist state, fulfill the great cause of 
he return of Taiwan to the motherland, and promote 


against hegemonism. 


d Regularized Revolutionary Army/ 
his energy into the building of the People's Army 


itions. As many as 10 speeches on the army are 


included in this book. The main contents of these speeches are: The army 
must be straightened out and must firmly establish the idea of being ready 
to tight; it is necessary to raise education and training to a strategic 
position, strengthen the army's military and political qualities, improve 
the ability ot various branches of the armed forces to fight in coordina- 
tion, a improve the standard of command in modern warfare; it is necessary 
to inherit and carry forward the glorious traditions of the People's Arny, 
ind Ooser the relations between army ind government and army and 
eoples it is necessary to strenjythe olitical and ideological work and 
strive t ake the army a mode in implementing the party's line, policies, 
and principles; it is necessary t strengthen military research work and 
improve weapons and equipment; it is necessary to make preparations for 
opposing a war of aggression, and fulfill the glorious mission of defending 
the country and the four modernizations drive. Since Comrade Xiaoping 
sresided over the Central Military mmission, very great changes have taken 
place in the features of the army, and it is now forging ahead in big strides 


revolutionization, 
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», Build the Party Into 


Modernization, 


modernization, and regularization. 


a Strong Core Le Cause of Socialist 


consistent i to strengthen the building of the 
re part eadership. When our party is correcting 
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fakes, rtain people trv to negate and shake party leadership. 
wpinwg polntec oul Chal Ll is impossible for the party leader- 
tke I nistakes, but this must certainly not become a reason for 
tiny and doing away with party leadership. History has proven that 
es can only be rrected by relying on the party, not in being 
t~« trom it. The core in upholding the four basic principles is to 
rty leadership. This principle cannot be shaken; if it is, China 
evert to tragmentation and chaos and will thus be unable to achieve 


ization. He also pointed out that, in order to uphold party leader- 
if is necessary to strive to improve it. It is necessary to put 

pic centralism on a sound basis, oppose the personality cult, and 

tte a division ot labor between party and government; party leadership 
ly polit il, ideological, and organizational, and it cannot monopo- 

idministrative work and production command work of the government 

e venlerprises; it 1S necessary to improve the party's Organizational 

arty organizations, strengthen party discipline, and 

e a funcamental turn tor the better in party work style. 


reserve Comrade Mao Zedong's Historical Position and Correctly 
Ce Vi ) t Gon, T 14 upnt / 
tin isaing ot tne "“"gany of four,’ the question of how to evaluate 
edon nd Mao Zedony Thought became a highly focal and sensi- 


e internationally and domestically; if it was not handled properly, 
1use confusion and turmoil. Since 1977, Comrade Xiaoping proposed 


fe should "apply accurate and integral Mao Zedong Thought" to guide our 


supported the discussion on the criteria of truth, and eventually led 
ifting ot the "Resolution on Some Questions in the History of the 

ince the Founding ot the PRC." He did a great deal of effective 
a a measured way, and solved this problem scientifically and properly. 
esolution on Some Questions in the History of the Party Since the 
ng of the PRC" adopted by the 6th Plenary Session of the llth CPC 


l nittee reached its yoal of unifying the thinking of the whole 
tt both seriously corrected the mistakes made by Comrade Mao Zedong 
last vears, and also preserved the historical position of Comrade 


tony; it opposed both the erroneous "leftist" guideline of the “two 


vers, and also the rightist thinking that negated the scientific 


i yt our parcy in integrating Marxism with the practice of China's 


’ ’ , , ’ . . 
Clon an nstruction; it preserved the party s fine traditions 


rm ‘roa | period ot struggle, and upheld the scientific truth of 
t. This tully expressed Comrade Xiaoping's scientific 
t storical materialism and his art of leadership. 
ted work f Deng Xiaoping" is a brilliant treatise of the period 
reat historic change. It shows how the party led step by step the 
ilization of: the historic change, from the struggle against the "gang of 
ir" to the rrection of "leftist" errors, the shift in work focus, and 
ialist construction; it shows how the party's line, principles, 
ince the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee 
e inherited the correct policies of our party in the past, including 
w policies in straightening out all aspects of work in 1975, and were 





L tormed, ang Ce . l eve ed; it shows how our party has led 
t ie OL the whole yuntry CoO prode a soclallst patn wlth Cnlnese 
racteristics; aad 1C Shows how our irty nas upheld ana developed 
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ination, is not only ot indelible historic significance 


but is also of major guiding significance in our country's socialist con- 
struction now and in the future." 
" ected Works of Deng Xiaoping" Is a Product of the Period of Great 
lstor aM ire 
Juring Ct: yy S vears trom 1975 to the l2th party congress in 1982, major 
hanges COOK place in our country. In 19/5 Comrade Xiaoping emerged to pre- 
side over central work, but the Jiany Qiny counterrevolutionary clique was 
still maxing trouble. As a result of the smashing of this clique and the 
convening of the 3d Plenary Session ot the llth CPC Central Committee, our 
party achieved the yreat change of tar-reaching importance in history. In 
pui y ideology, we shook off the fetters of "leftist" errors that had 


existed tor a long time, shifted the focus of work of party and state to 
economit nmstructior, and embarked afresh on the path of healthy develop- 


and stratevic yoa 
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» Thought, and also developed it. In short, during this period, 
‘rved from our predicament of vast accumulation of problems 


tices dying hard, and turned a chactic country into an 
re progress is relatively fast. As certain comrades have 


‘spects the present time is one of the best since the found- 


. Although many ditficulties and problems still face us, 
rancing toward prosperity and we are now creating a new 
fields of socialist modernization. In this period of 
creative practice of the partv and the millions of the 
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Works or Deng Aiaoping Reflect the Policymaking Role of 
in Our Party and State Affairs/ 


ind the Central Committee that have led us in bringing about 


re. The revolutionaries of the older generation have played 
policymaking role in the highest leadership core; and among 
ibutions of Comrade Xiaoping are all the more well known. 


takes a broad and long-term view, considers matters care- 


ictively recommended and supported vounger comrades in 


irst line, while he is retired to the second line. His 


le have not been diminisned in the least by this action. 
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eadership, since he has had p 
since he has revolutionary c 
h-seeking spirit, and since h 
therefore enjoys tremendous prestige in the party and is a 
whom we all cherish and revere. The "Selected Works of 
‘onstitute a record and proot of the outstanding role he has 
and state political activities. 


Works of Deng Xiaoping" Have Absorbed Collective Wisdom and 
Fresh Experiences of the Masses/ 


ices the collective leadership system, and all important 


taken collectively, not by an individual. After the 3d Plenary 


llth CPC Central Committee, the political life of our party, 
he Central Committee, returned to normal, democratic central- 
on a sound basis, and the system of collective leadership was 


still better. However, this by no means negates the role of an 


fividual. During the period of the historic change the many 
theory, principle, and policy expounded by Comrade Xiaoping 
he party's collective wisdom and reflected the masses' inter- 
therefore accepted by the Central Committee and, after 
ission there, were further perfected and augmented, and 

ly majcr central policy decisions of recent years. Comrade 
ted works profoundly reflect the demands of history and the 
people; they are a summation of the experiences of the 
in their creative practice in socialist construction under 
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought; and this is an impor- 
theory book of our party in the new period. 


arise 


“Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping" Have Made a New Contribution in 
and Developing Mao Zedong Thought/ 


‘ved very great success in upholding and developing Mao 
since the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Com- 


lave brought order out of chaos in a fundamental way in ideology 


gated OY 1.eftist 


reaftirmed and elucidated a number of correct theories that 
"errors during and before the "Great Cultural 
accordance with the changes in historical conditions, we 

me odsolete conclusions with new viewpoints, and augmented 


-iginal basic theories with new practical experiences; and we 


tty 


new situations, solved new problems, and put forward a number 


ical viewpoints. This is the contribution of the whole party 


snm=-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, and it includes the outstanding 





ymrade Xiaoping. In the new historical conditions, Comrade 
egrated the universal truth of Marxism with the concrete 
ountry and correctly solved a whole series of basic prob- 
relopment process of our socialist construction. His selected 
of linking theory with practice. This is a scientific 
-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, which wili add new luster to 


Marxist-Leninist theory. 
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tudying the "Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping" helps us to strengthen party 
cuildiny. Ours is the ruling party and the core of leadership of the 
people of the whole country. Whether we can strengthen party building and 
uphold and improve party leadership will decide the success or failure of 
our modernization drive. Comrade Xiaoping has made profound and systematic 
expositions on how to strengthen the building of the party in ideology, 
work style, and organization, and how to uphold and improve party leader- 
ship. The study of the "Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping" will constitute 
yet further education for the party and can make ideological preparations 


for the imminent party rectification. 


we believe that the publication of "Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping" and the 
deep-going and extensive study and research of this book will enable the 
line or the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee to go still 
deeper into people's hearts, greatly enhance our levels of ideological 
theory and policy, and become a powerful spiritual motive force in creating 
a new situation in all fields of socialist modernization. 


CSO: 4004/40 
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF LIFE LIES IN MAKING CONTRIBUTIONS AND NOT MAKING 
DEMANDS--ON ZHANG HAIDI'S COMMUNIST OUTLOOK ON LIFE 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 13, 1 Jul 83 pp 23-27 


[Article by Su Yiran [5685 3015 3544], secretary of the Shandong Provincial 
CPC Committee; passages within slantlines published in boldface] 


([Text| A campaign to emulate outstanding CYL member Zhang Haidi has been 
launched on a nationwide scale. Her meritorious deeds and lofty ideology 
have made a great impact on the minds of hundreds of millions of people and 
have produced strong reactions among young people. People see her as the 
embodiment of the revived and developed Lei Feng spirit of the 1980's. 

The path she has taken greatly inspires and educates all those who want to 
be loyal patriots and communists. 


Zhang Haidi, 28, was an electronic repair worker at the Shenxian Broadcast 
Bureau and is now working at the Literary Workers' League of the Liaocheng 
Prefecture. When she was 5, she suffered from a pathological change in the 
external blood vessels of the vertebral discs, underwent four major opera- 
tions, and had six vertebrae removed. All the parts of her body below the 
chest lost feeling. Over the past 20 years or more, looked after and nur- 
tured by our party and the people, she has struggled against illness with 
an iron will and has withstood severe tests. She has never been to school. 
However, thanks to her amaziny willpower in carrying out self-study, she 
ompleted basic primary school and middle school courses, read more than 
1,900 books in politics, literature, medicine and foreign languages, 
ittained university Level in English language, and learned Japanese, German 
ind Esperanto. Assisted by comrades, she has translated works and informa- 
tion in English totaling more than 160,000 words. She diligently studied 
medical and acupuncture techniques and electronic repairing. Over the past 
lO years or more, she has performed more than 10,000 medical treatments for 
the masses and has also tried her best to do her own job well. She has not 
only studied and worked hard herself, but has also voluntarily and enthusi- 
astically helped the young people around her to overcome difficulties in 
study or work and to strive for progress. Zhang Haidi has thus opened up a 
broad path of making contributions to our motherland's socialist moderniza- 
tion. 
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asic reason why Zhang Haidi, as a serilously handicapped person, has 
become a youny pioneer, is that she has a correct goal in life and has 
established a correct ouclook on life. One's outlook on life is one's 
overall view of, and attitude to, the goal and meaning of life. It 
determines the path and orientation of one's daily life and governs all 
ot one's deeds. It is a basic question which everyone must consider and 
which requires everyone to make choices. Zhang Haidi's meritorious deeds 
and lofty ideology show that her outlook on life is a communist one. 


/First, Zhang Haidi closely integrates her own future and destiny with 
tnose of our country and the people. She merges everything that is hers 
into the interests of the country and the people./ Like many other young 
people of this age, she has encountered problems of school education, 
employment, ideals, prospects, and so on. She has more difficulties than 
most other people because of her serious illness. On the road of life, she 
has encountered many more obstacles than people of normal health. However, 
she has not flinched from difficulties, complained about bad tortune, or 
blamed other people. Instead, she has consciously "closely integrated" her 
"own destiny with the people's destiny." She deeply feels that she must 
not divorce the enhancement of her own interests from our motherland's 
prosperity and the people's material wellbeing and happiness. In her 
diary, she wrote: "I remember what Marx said: 'He who enables the majority 
of people to gain happiness is a happy man himself.' I want to be such a 
person.'' Precisely owing to the guidance of such a concept of revolu- 
tionary collectivism, Zhang Haidi has a lofty goal of life and her attitude 
to lite is one of indomitable willpower, optimism, and aspiration to 
progress. Illness is wearing down her life, but she does not think about 
the horror of death. She only feels "afraid of losing confidence and 
strength, which enable me to advance." She staunchly fights against ill- 
ness and firmly believes herself to be a winner. She said: "If one day I 
become completely paralyzed, I will surely not be dispirited... I will 
continue to study and work like Paul." [Character in Russian novel "How 
Steel Is Tempered'] 8y normal standards, she can be said to have a clear 
fonsetence because she has done so much for the people though she is 


} 


ittlicted by illness. However, she still feels that “in my life, I have 


fone much, much too little. 1 always wish to do 2 days" work in 1 day and 
Keep myself very, very busy.'' Success and honor have not caused her to 
dlace herself in an inappropriate position, to strive for a higher "personal 
worth,’ or to exaggerate her own personal role. She has always considered 


that success and honar stem from the work of the party and the people in 
nurturing her. She deeply understands that however great the success one 
has achieved, one will stop advancing and will decline if one becomes 
complacent; therefore, she feels she must be even more modest and prudent. 
In the face of aifficulties and setbacks, she did not isolate herself from 
the masses of people, but relied on the "congregation of elements of 
soctety' to overcome difficulties, to eliminate obstacles, and to daunt- 
lessly open up a path to progress. 

Zhang Haidi has answered in a heroic way the basic question of life: "Why 
does one live in the world?" She tells us this truth: One must not dis- 
regard the people's interests in considering one's personal interests, or 
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our country's prospects in considering one's own prospects. In 
our socialist country, one's personal interests are consistent with the 
people's interests, and one's own prospects are consistent with our coun- 
try's prospects. If one deviates from the people's interests and our 
-uuntry's prospects to enhance the so-called "personal worth" and one's own 
prospects, then, one will inevitably lose one's target for advance, get on 
the wrony track of "taking an ever-narrowing path of life," adhere to the 
sordid philosophy of "doing things intrinsically for oneself but apparently 


for others, and embark on the wrong road of egoism. 


econd, she profoundly understands that the meaning of life lies in self- 
lessly and earnestly making contributions to the people./ Even if Zhang 
Haidi, as a disabled person with two-thirds of her body ruined by illness, 
made any contributions to society, people would still have deep 
sympathy tor her. However, she has not thought in this way and has never 
behaved according to this rationale. Her primary consideration is not what 
me should obtain from the world, but what one should contribute to society 


- 
ry 


Ti roumn ¢ eople. She protoundly expressed what she has learned from her 
experience: "The meaning of life lies in making contributions and not in 
nikin. demands." What she vigorously seeks are opportunities to serve the 
y]. hoonditionally. She earnestly desires "to be a diligent sower on 
this land.” nder tavorable conditions, she has devoted all her energies 
to maki mtributions to society. What is more praiseworthy is that even 


Inder adverse conditions, she has not been subdued by difficulties, has more 
vigorously removed the obstacles on the road of life, and has made contribu- 
tions to society and the people. When serious illness destroyed her ability 
to walk and work, when her whole family was sent to the countryside to work 
during the 1O years of turmoil, and when she was still waiting to be 
assiyned jobs while educated urban youth in the countryside had returned to 
the towns to take up appointments, she did not despair or become dejected, 
but accepted all these optimistically and in a spirit of high enthusiasm. 
She knew that "life is full of contradictions. There are both favorable 
times and adversities. We must make endeavors in favorable times, and we 
must even more vivorously make endeavors in adversities." She has been keen 


t pohieve progress. She has turned disadvantageous conditions into 
yt a hs ones, nas vigorously strived to enjoy the right to work and 
hohappiness of making contributions to society, has used her healthy 
tin to learn and caster skills for serving the people, and has 
ttotor society's sake. When some schools needed teachers to 
ooh trered to do the job. She pave haircuts to children. 
lateered to mend worn-out clothes for educated youths. She could 
t 


t walk, but she cured paralyzed elderly people and children suffering 

from polio. She could not enter schools, but she warmly helped other young 
people to pass examinations and enter universities. She could not do farm- 
iny work, work in factories, or yo to the border areas to defend our mother- 
land, but she enthusiastically encouraged other young people to become 
idvanced producers, model workers, or combat heroes. For the sake of per- 
forming medical services for the masses, she used the mere one-third of her 


body with feeling to perform experiments in acupuncture. To avoid shorten- 
ing her working time, she consistently avoids drinking water or eating much 
liquid food in the daytime. Selfless work has caused her spine to be 








Jerely bent into an S-shape. Her shoulders cannot support her body, so 
that she can only lean on the drawer of her desk. When she remained in 
this posture tor a long time, blood began to stain her shirt. Zhang 

Haidi has thus silently endured her pains, leaving pleasant things to other 
people. Through making contributions to society, she has "enhanced her 
mnderstandiny of the meaning of life and enhanced the value of life." 


The meaning of life is not judged according to one's age, length of life, 
state of health, or the amount of one's material wealth. It is judged by 
whether one has made contributions to society. The greater one's contri- 
butions to our motherland and the people, the more meaningful will one's 
lite be. The cause of communism requires people to be devoted, to work 
selitlessiy, to develop their own intelligence and skills, to create 
matertal wealth ind spiritual wealth, and to promote continuous social 
progress. It one only cares about making demands, stresses one's own 
material benefits,’ does everything for monetary gains, and refuses to 
mike, and never makes, any contributions, one's life will be absolutely 


‘Furthermore, she enthusiastically pursues, and firmly believes in, com- 
munist ideals./ The basic reason why Zhang Haidi is imbued with enthusiasm 
ind advances so bravely on the road of life is that communist ideals give 
ner  Ouraye and strength. Like other young people of this age, during the 
L0 years of turmoil, she saw the serious sabotage of our national economy, 
the dark side of social life, and various unreasonable phenomena. However, 
her faith did not waver. She repeatedly said: "We firmly believe in com- 
munism,’’ and, "I am willing to devote everything that is mine to our party 
and devote my youth to the magnificent cause of communism." She thinks 

that “it is an expression of selfishness for some people to lose their faith 
in communism and to believe in so-called gods and spirits." To busy oneself 
ill the time for one's own private interests at the expense of those of the 
partv and the people is "spineless and sterile." "The greatest blessing is 


to devote all that one has to the cause of emancipation of mankind, that is, 
iniss.'' She deeply understands that to turn ideals into reality, 
ple must not only make arduous etforts and work hard, but must also 


nodern cultural and scientific knowledge. She said: "Ideals are 
lniispensable to life. However, an ideal not supported by knowledge is 

fae a bird without wings. Only people armed with knowledge can freely 

ir in the blue sky ot ideals." Precisely because of this, in those 

Imes when "the hero who handed in a blank examination paper" was extolled 
iad tae idea that "more learned means more reactionary" was widely preached, 

iw resolutely committed herself to reading books. Day after day and year 
after vear, she arduously studied by herself, valuing her time like gold 
tad, ita the ocean of knowledge, continuously assimilating nutrients which 
Keep the tree ot life always green." Even on her sickbed, she read books 
with the help of a mirror, learned a great deal of knowledge with amazing 
lrive and willpower, enriched her own mind, and strengthened her own skills, 
thus making a useful contribution to the people. 


The path taken by Zhang Haidi reveals to us that one must not live without 
{deals, which represent one's aspirations and pursuits regarding the future, 
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ng and self-cultivation, in the course of communist practice. 
{i's communist outlook on lite did not come out of the void nor was 


T 


[t was pradually established through her own 


rts, self-encourayement and tenacious struggle, under the 


med at one stroke. 
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ny Haidi’s characteristics is that she acqulres Strength tor 
igainst ditficulties and obstacles from the exemplary personali- 

respects. Evervwhere in her diaries, articles and correspondence, 


‘vVidences of the immense encouraging role of exemplary personali- 

said: “When I meet difficulties in my studies, I think about 
when lite is depressing and grim, I always encourage myself 
like Helen." Those models who had lofty communist ideals, 

| being utterly and wholeheartedly devoted to serving 

without any thought of self, such as Lei Feng, Paul, Bethune, 

Liu Hulan, and so on, gave her even greater encouragement and 

ind taught her how to live, and what kind of person she must be. 

Paul is the model whom I must emulate all my life," and, "in my 
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mmunist should be like Jiang Jie, Liu Hulan, Bethune or Lei Feng. 


‘eal communists, who were selfless and disinterested. I have 
become such a person since an early age. Through all these 
have always been the models I emulate." The moving deeds and 

levotion of the models have made an impact on her heart, urged 


rance, encouraved her to resist and overcome various kinds of 


inking, and helped her to gradually establish the communist 


es, encourayes, and vives strength to people, and also serves 
with whicu one can examine oneself at any moment. During vari- 
i) periods ot \ina's revolution and construction led by our 
were large numbers of heroic models radiating the brilliance 
st ideology. They were the models of their times and were an 
Yrce promoting historical proyress. Although their deeds differ, 
ind inspire people in the same way through their spirit of 
the communist cause. There are models everywhere. They are 
is, and can be discovered in books or in real life. The key 
whether we consider them as the models to be emulated, follow 
les, compare ourselves to them to urge ourselves on, and derive 
ry motive force for advancing, so that our ideology can continu- 
yraded, and a communist outlook on life can be gradually estab- 








> wT 6 Ulte yllective, the peO} le's deep love tor her, and 
Co omordis aad istoms, have helped create a good environment tor 
establishment of Zhang Haidi's communist outloox on life. When 
wecame disabled, she was not treated with discrimination and 
. istead, trom every quarter came concern in every way and 
than toc most children. The fervent and sincere hearts of 

le warmed her hurt heart. In the hospital, the medical staff 
etul medical treatment, attention and care. They brought water 
rink and ted her. At home, her uncles, aunts, and other chil- 
; to visit her. Duriny holidays, her cordial friends always 
t take a tour round some parks Or to see movies. In the 

fie unsophisticated countrvfolk treated her as an "honored 

Jo her melons and fruits of rare species. Her young rriends 

1 ner around to see the beauty of nature. In the county town, 

fitticulties in her studies, the comrades around her enthusi- 
lped her solve problems. Some of them even volunteered to 
wit study materials and wheeled her to the evening scnool. At 


wane, a teacher ot the First Middle School of Shenxian, dis- 


ical risk, helped her learn the English language. when she 
youny triends gathered round to comfort her and encour- 
yined her in studying and recreation. These facts demon- 
in 1idi did not wage a "personal struggle" all by herself. 
interpersonal relationship under socialism helped her 
he said: The sunlight ot socialism thawed the snow in my 
ople o: Shenxian enabled me to mature as a mother nurtures 
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her milk," and, "they created an excellent environment in 
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n the foundation of my life was laid." The people's deep 
llective’s concern for her enabled her to understand this 


ne is enjoying the fruits of other people's labor. Enjoy- 
» with which comes obliyations, or responsibility. Everyone 
fon and responsibility of making contributions to society." 


ience, she came to understand the meaning of life and know 


msloCion In Numan socilety. 
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erise t responsibility for making contributions to the 


ry, some people ust have an easy conscience and are not 
ligations and responsibility. Zhang Haici is praise- 


the warmth given her by the people did arouse in her a 
social responsibility and a desire to be a useful person 


fe ° ‘ ’ . * 
sadd: The love I enjoyed brought me hope in lite, 
Ourave to conquer illness, and consolidated my confidence 
a hap life.” 
irture provided by our party constitute the basic factor 
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ilding ot Zhang Haidi’s conaunist outlook on life. Born in 


the 1950's, Zhang Haici has been nurtured by our party since 
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trations on the road of life and resolving the contradictions of lite 
} tse : } rn of ene 
AQTONY! Way. She understood that es ONG FECTS boyged Jown in one s own 
bles and mistortunes, one will naturally be liable to depression, 


} ' vw . } . ’ 
lexity, or even despair. 


Therefore, she conquered weakness by 
gt, and cowardice by courage. She "has experienced frustrations with- 
yinkiny into decadence, and has vigorously risen against trials and 


ties. She has always radiated the full vigor of youth. 


inhealthy tendencies in the party and negative phenomena in society 
tused Zhang Haidi to feel disgusted and angry, like many other young 
However, her contidence in the party and her advance on the road 


Lite have not thus been affected. She always believes that our party 


iboveboard and our society is full of vigor. Young people 
ot regard life and our party as a complete mess. They should view 
with revolutionary optimism. They should believe that old prac- 
henomena will not exist for long, that the party and various 
vt clety are paying attention to them and taking effective 


isures to correct them, and that our party's style of work and social 


will surely change if we all go into action. Moreover, Zhang Haidi 
tirst place sets a good example herself, adopts a realistic attitude, 
to achieve progress, and study and work with greatly increased con- 


C. ne overcomes her own inertia and refuses to be an "imbecile" in 


ety. ne volunteers to do everything necessary for the people. Although 
is seriously handicapped, she has not for this reason relaxed the strict 


nds she sets on herself. She has resolved to be “on the same road as 


nvsically normal people," to be a contributor with real ability and 
KnOWledve, and to incorporate her happiness and enjoyment in diligent 


4 
ce 


ities and seltless contribution to the people. 


experience of Zhang Haidi's trouble-ridden life tells us that acquiring 
» correct understanding of life is an arduous process in which one tempers 


neselt in the practice of studying, working, and living. No one can evade 
tradictions and frustrations in real life. Such things can either make 
pressed and lose hope, or temper one into a stronger and more 
rson. The kev question is whether one arduously cultivates one- 
objective conditions are perfect, if one does not make sub- 
ve efttort ind resolve to transform oneself, a communist outlook on 
Will ultimately not be established. This point is very important to 
t r people who lack experience of life, who are not highly educated, 
sonality can still change considerably. Zhang Haidi said: 
ryone will meet ditticulties and frustrations on the road of life. 
en pecple encounter difficulties, it is natural for them to think and act 
trative ways. However, the question is whether you can overcome them. 
in, you are a hero and a strong man in life." 
inv Haidi still continues to advance in life. However, the path she has 
toike as provided a road sign which helps hundreds of millions of people, 
articular, the young people, to advance vigorously. Stimulated by her 
example, re and more people will join the powerful current of the times, 
that of socialist modernizations, and will become communist new men who have 





‘als and a high morai standard, who are highly educated and abide by 
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THEORETICAL WORK MUST SERVE SOCIALIST MODERNIZATION 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 13, 1 Jul 83 pp 28-31 
{Editorial |] 


(Text) The 25th anniversary of the publication of RED FLAG fell on 1 June 
L983. Central leading Comrades Deng Xiaoping, Li Xiannian, Chen Yun, Peng 
Zhen, Xu Xianyqian, Nie Rongzhen, Wang Zhen, and others wrote inscriptions 
ind articles to mark the occasion. These inscriptions and articles have 
encouraged us and further pointed out the orientation for us so that we can 
run RED FLAG well. All these inscriptions demonstrate that proletarian 
revolutionaries attach importance to and show concern for theoretical work. 
The basic spirit of these inscriptions is that theories should be inte- 
grated with practice and that theoretical work must serve socialist mod- 
ernization. Such a basic spirit is of important guiding significance for 
the work of theoretical study, theoretical cducation, and theoretical 
propaganda. We are willing to work together with comrades on the theoreti- 
cal tront to conscientiously implement the spirit of these inscriptions 

and continuously enhance the level of theoretical work. 


"Theoretical work must serve socialist modernization" is Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping s inscription. Our theoretical workers should regard this as the 
femand ot our times. This is also an urgent demand set by practice and 
tle vreat task which the party and people have entrusted to us. Theoreti- 
il work is an important aspect of the socialist modernization. Engels 
revarded theories, politics, and economy as the three forms of struggle 
irried out by the proletariat. Marx, Engels, and Lenin paid attention to 
ind studied theories all their lives. Their only purpose in doing so was 
to make theories serve the proletariat which was struggling to free itself 
from the yoke of capitalism, to emancipate itself, and to realize the great 
cause of communism. Integrating theories with practice and making theories 
serve communist practice is also a good tradition of our party's theoretical 
work. If our party had not been under the leadership of Comrade Mao Zedong 
to integrate the universal truth of Marxism with the specific practice of 
the Chinese revolution; if it had not been able to creatively put forth a 
line, guiding principles and policies suitable to the national conditions 
in our country; and if it had not been able to use Mao Zedong Thought, 
which was a product of integrating theory with practice, to train a great 
number of cadres and arouse the entire Chinese people, it would have been 
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rlist revolution and construction. It is always a basic starting point 
tase t ur partv's theoretical work to study and solve thecretical 
robles irising in Chinese revolution and construction based on the prac- 
Cleal ndittons in our country. At the present stage, to inteyrate 
theorfes with practice and make theories serve practice, we should con- 
x lentiously inspect and study various practical questions arising in the 
reat oractice of the Chinese people who are creating a new situation in 
ialist modernization. Under the guidance of the universal truth of 
Marxism, we should theoretically provide the Chinese with correct answers 


atiich are ot yuiding significance. In other words, we should reguiarize 
ind svystematize a wealth of experience which we have obtained from prac- 
tice, and make a theoretical summation and exposition. If we fail to 
i splisn such a basil Cask, our theoretical work will let the party 


iY intry is now in a period of great transformation. Wwe have extensive 
practi ind have accumulated a wealth of experience. Over the past 30 


ed r so, we nave obtained successful experiences and lessons learned 
fr nevative experience. We can derive a large quantity of systematic 
anowledse trom them. By making use of theoretical thinking, we can 
ten it ind Im up avast amount of scattered experiences and 
: that they will become our systematic understanding of things. 
sCtandiny in return will guide our practice. This is a matter of 
reat siynificance. Scattered experiences are not theories. Perceptual 
anowledye can only solve problems of superficial phenomenon, and only 


theories can solve problems of essential nature. Engels said: "If a 
nation intends to stand on the highest peak of science, it cannot separate 


itself trom theoretical thinking." ("Selected Works of Marx and Engels," 
Vo] eB 
V s 4 


“Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the 
Founding of the PRC" adopted by the 6th Plenary Session of the llth CPC 
entral mittee has systematically and scientifically summed up our 


il experiences t the past 30 years or so. People working in 
telds and doing various work should scientifically sum up and 
t neralize their specific experiences. Our theoretical 
tld make itributions in this respect. Experiences we have 
Cine in recent vears since the third plenary session are particularly 
sable. | ( Central Committee is leading the entire party and people 
uuntry to bring order out of chaos. Under the new his- 
rical Viitions, it is again embarking on the path of integrating the 
rsal truth ot Marxism with specific practice in China. A series of 
rincipl ind policies are continuously developing and have been 
yroved and integrated with specific reality. Practice has proved that 
wv are in accord with objective law and suitable to the national condi- 
tions its hina. \t present, the level of our party's understanding of the 
ectave law of socialist construction and the progress of our practice in 
ot! iernization have obviously exceeded any period since the 
founding of new lina. These are unprecedentedly favorable conditions for 
ir theoretical work, and stricter demands have also been set on it. In 
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y our party in both theory and pr. 
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ston, and make contributions to explaining the importance of 
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‘veloping Mao Zedong Thought, and that we provide theoretil- 
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a 
licies worked out bv the CPC Central Committee. tHis 15 


int work. Only bv theoretically having a high degree of under- 


facts and law on which our party's line, guiding principles, 
based, can our understanding be regarded as protound, 


‘liable. In this re SvCCl, Lue work of theoretical study, 


pavanda, and theoretical education is an important bridge 


exchanyes between the CPC Central Committee and the broad 


people. In the historically changing period when the party puts 
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» wuiding principles, and policies, such theoretical exposi- 


mm, and propaganda work is particularly important. It is not 
? } 


Su work well. Instead of repeating what the documents have 
Muld protoundly and convincingly explain and prove the relevant 
ind practical problems. We should have certain original views 
minding ot them. This demands that our theoretical workers con- 
hanee their level of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, and 
in in-depth study of the problems concerned. 
nrades on the theoretical tront have neglected the work of 
exposition and explanation and the study of practical problems. 
that these are not theoretical work. Such understanding is 
The reason why theories have vitality is because they are 


‘d with revolutionary practice. A great number of works and 


«, PEnyvels, Lenin, and Mao Zedong expounded and discussed 


tt the proletarian political parties within a certain 
Can we say that thev did not do political work? The 


yuiding principles, and policies of our party are closely 
with the practice ot millions upon millions of the masses. They 
mation of the previous practical experiences and guide our 


future practical activities. With regard to the objective 
rrmulating line, guiding principles, and policies and the sit- 
ences, and problems arising in implementing them, some of 
in theoretical torm which are being tested by practice, 
re in the process of becoming theories, some of them are 
r kets, and some of them are basic materials for theoretical 
ver torms they take, they are indispensable to theoretical 
“ exgleet the study of these matters and the work of theoretical 
ind propaganda, our theoretical work will be separated trom the 
t important and most basic practical activities of the party 
ider such circumstances, integrating theories with practice 
tv talk. 
t is, theories must satisty the demands of practice. 
rmed on the basis of summing up practical experiences. 
ld in turn serve practice, be tested bv practice, and develop 
in rac€lce. lf theories are vt parated Prom practice, thev will 
r without a source and trees without roots. They will become 
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uccessful theoreticians who have achieved something 

ves closely with practical life and attach importance to 
ising in practice. At a party meeting on theoretical 
Ological guideline, Comrade Deng Xiaoping pointed out: 
yical and 


heoretical work cannot be separated trom 
ty 
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He added: lf one separates oneself from politics 

] 


tudy the general political situation and to make an 


actical development of the revolutionary struggle, it 


iat one will be able to become a Marxist thinker and 


ymitinued: "We have already said that carrying out an 


he new situation and new questions arising in the process 
ur modernizations in China and providing them with 


reat guiding significance will be our ideological and 
sreat contributions to Marxism. This also means that 


h the banner of Mao Zedong Thought." ("Selected Works of 
165-166) 


ilism is a mew undertaking in the history ot mankind. Coun- 


which take the socialist road, are making progress 
[n carrving out socialist modernization in a big 


i population ot 1 billion, which is complicated and econo- 
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about the 


culturally backward, we will inevitably encounter more diffi- 
ly, it is more difficult for us to make progress through 


the third plenary session, we have been summiny up 
e and making explorations for many years. We know more 


reneral picture and main characteristics of Chinese- 


ialism. However, this does not mean that we have fully grasped 
tive law of socialist modernization in our country. Building 
with Chinese characteristics is a general topic. To write this 
icle well, we should profoundly study many general problems and 
lems ar in various fields. For example, we should know our 
eX ions and characteristics in the present stage. In other 
shat particular historical conditions are we carrying out 
odernization in our country? What particular law will occur 
eclal torical conditions? Apart from studying this gen- 
. ow -arry out an in-depth study of the special law of 
tous tields, departments, and work. This demands that 
work continuously ibreast with the development of prac- 
t islv sums up | i experiences of the masses and 
tudies and solv ~roblems arising in practice. Faced with 
is tasks, we should e>»ert our greatest efforts, fear no hard- 
p on fixghting in spite of all setbacks in order to carry out 
and ¢ ratior This is a glorious task assigned to theoretical 
r seneration by the times. "Fish can freely swim in the bound- 
¥ rds swiftly fly in spacious skv." Serving socialist 
ion is a vast world where much can be accomplished in theoretical 
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to theoretical work and Provide Che ¢ retical workers with neces- 
tions so that they in carry Out investigations and studies. 
attach importance to the results of investigations and studies 
nem as a basis tor improving their work and solving problems. 


> 


) 


les are familiar with the situation and have mastered a larye 
t materials, gained a wealth of experience, and acquired percep- 


edyve. However, fue to the fact that they are restricted by 


retical basis and time, they are unable to think deeply, digest 


sut their practical experiences and materials, and turn them into 


9ome comrades describe such a state of affairs as "indizes- 
the situation of some other comrades (who lack sufficient 


‘iny «ft practical experience and reality) as "malnutrition." To 


ibove-mentioned situations, we should create conditions for 
nO fave practical experiences, so trat they can study and conduct 
theortes. In the meantime, we should encourage theoretical 
‘ep into the realities of lire and conduct investigations 
lw extent of Jur theoretical workers’ understanding of 
‘ir in-depth study of it will in turn enrich the contents of 
improve theoretical propaganda and education, and solve the 
iat the contents of our theoretical studies are "outmoded," and 
ntents, means, and methods are divorced from reality. This is 
dy and writing. 
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t 4] ( Improve the style of stu 


ind solve various problems arising in practice, we should uphold 


e of Marxist theories. Practice over a hundred years in the 
roved that philosophy, political economy, and the theories of 
ial ablished by Marx and Engels are correct and that 
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lop themselves in practice. They have provided us with a perfect, 


fom 


, ind scientific world outlook and correct stand, views, and 
when we are studying a new situation and solving new problems, we 


stray and mmit mistakes if we violate basic Marxist theories. 


taking the universal truth of Marxism as a guide does not mean 
ild mechanically copy quotations from Myzo works and seek ready 


St mrade Deny Xiaoping has stressed, we should compre- 
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warxism as 4a dogma and fail to proreed from reality to study 
> arising in practice and integrate ‘Luixism with reality, such 
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e universal trutn of Marxism for studying a new situation and 
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ispects in light of practical reality in our country. 
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work of editiny RED FLAG, although we 
t the vyuidiny principle of integratt: 
ot yet done our work well. For exampl with 
situation, summing up new experiences, answering 
ice, investigating practical conditions, and 
the work we have done is far from what the 
broad masses of our readers have expected. 
f the inscriptions of the central leadin-s 


supported by comrades of the whole party, we are 


solve these problems and do our best to open a 


FLAG. 








RM IS SELF-PERFECTION CF THE SOCIALIST SYSTEM 


jing RED FLAG in Chinese No 13, 1 Jul 83 pp 32-36 


(Article oy Teng Wensheng [3326 2429 3932] and Jia Chunfeng [6328 2504 1496] |} 
Te his "Government Work Report" to the First Session of the Sixth 
Vat iona eople's Congress, Premier Zhao Ziyang gave a far-reaching explana- 
tion ot retorm of the economic system, its major tasks, and its fundamental 
emands. -It is extremely important for ensuring the smooth implementation 
yt reform work that we studiously study these explanations and fully 
erstind the directives outlined by the party Central Committee and the 
tale incil since the 3d Plenary Session of the 11th CPC National Con- 
Te erniny retorm ot the economic and political systems, and that we 
vain turther clarification of the position and role of reform within 
socialist social development in ideological and theoretical terms, as well 
is the socto-historical reasons for reform and the nature and aims of 
reform. 
I 
The socialist society is a new type of social system. It is not stagnant, 
ut is constantly moving forward and developing according to its owm laws. 
mn lS¥O, in a letter replying to questions about socialism from Otto 
l-ke OL30 1441 0344). Engels wrote: "I believe that the so-called 
list society’ is not an unchangeable thing. Rather, it should, as 
vita any other social system, be seen as a frequently changing and reforming 
iety."" ("Collected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 37, p 443) This tells 
then toiat we must firmly use the developmental concepts of dialectical 
it andling the socialist society and that furthermore we should 
ublish a jentific guiding ideology which states that the social- 
f t le’e revular reform. 
ew establishment of the fundamental economic and political systems of 
vofalism only mark the beginning of socialist society's historic process 
evelopment on its own foundations. The socialist system cannot be 
pertect as soon as it appears. It must go through long developmental 
ess trom immaturity to maturity and from imperfection to perfection. 
This process from immaturity to maturity and from imperfection to perfection 
provides enligiitenment from practical experiences and is gradually achieved 
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throu retorms whict nform to the actual situation and which mutually 
Cerilnc. nly throush these retorms and by accurately solving concrete 
Juestions and contradictions within the management systems of the economy, 


fteios, and culture, and by wiping out all styles and methods otf manape- 
ent witon do not conform with the demands of social progress, can we ensure 
that these reforms constantly correspond with and promote the social pro- 

tive torces and development in various other areas. Thus, reform 
represents the basic means and the necessary style of bringing the social- 
ist syste loser to perfection and also bringing about deep and lastiny 

rnges anc all-round development in social life. This then is the impor- 
tant ition and role ot reform in the development of the socialist 


tC the concrete practice ot reform work in China and some other 
balitst untries and by examininy the content, extent, and style of 
rm, it is possible to divide it into two basic situations. One is the 
implementation of fairly comprehensive and systematic reform to the economic 
ina litical systems, working hard to overcome all sorts of disadvantayes 
wii rrespond to neither the requirements of economic and social 
ent nor to the tundamental principles of socialism, and creating 
new economieo and political systems even more suited to the reality of 
| mstruction. The other is carrying out readjustments and 
reform to certain weak and backward links within the economic and political 
stems a5 the productive torces develop and various other conditions 
lus as Lenin said: “In terms of developing the productive forces 
md Culture, every step torward and upward that we take must at the same 


- 


time improve and remold our soviet system." ("Collected Works of Lenin,” 
Vol 33, p 89) The former of the two types of reform requires a compara- 
Civel noeentrated period of time to implement, while the latter requires 


revular implementation. At the moment the reform work that we are develop- 
iny talls mainly into the former of the two cateyories. These reforms 
afttect all areas of the state and social life. The situation is complex 
ind the tasks formidable. In order steadfastly and effectively to imple- 
ment these reforms we must first have a comprehensive and scientitic 
rstaundiny ot the reasons tor and the basis of these reforms and their 


I] 
ft ; doany ] ry a7 + (yd , 4 licrt we ~ tyr of 
ent md development of China s soclalist system now has a 
Cor . OVer £0 years. Practice has proven that the aqemocratic dictator- 
the people, the system of public ownership of the means of produc- 


tion, the planned development of the national economy and various other 
ireaas, distribution according to work, and all other parts of the funda- 
mental socialist political and economic systems all correspond with the 

ic interests of all nationalities in China and as such have already 
beyun to effectively illustrate their enormous superiority and powerful life 
Strength. In addition, practice has proven that certain concrete manage- 
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ment, ke, and political systems hat we oriyinally oryvanized have not 
fully reflected and embodied the demands of the basic socialist system, and 
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that within them there are still many problems and shortcomings which are 








e expression of the superiority of socialism. As tar as the 
VStem is concerned, the structure of economic styles has been 
al, while manayenent methods have been too unitary. Management 
lave been overcentralized, creating barriers between various levels 


As tar as distribution is concerned, “everyone eating from 


rice bowl” has produced serious eyalitarianism. n terms of the 
system, the party and the government have not been split, the 
system has been incomplete, and the legal system is somewhat 
There has been massive overstatfing in organizations while 
responsibilities are unclear. There has been an overcentralization 
within the leadership system and patriarchy has been common. These 
ind shortcominys have mainly come about as a result of the follow- 
rledadi reaSoOons. 
ilt of various old ways of thinking in the former class society, 
id customs and influences which are still widely found within 
ite, it is inevitable that they will be reflected within the 
! nstructton of our new system. China has seen over 2,U0U years 


ety and more than 100 years of semicolonial and semifeudal 
r socialist system was built on this kind of historic basis. 
thi istoric base leave behind many backward economic and 


tons, it also left thick feudal ideology and many petty 


traditions and customs. The country lacked a democratic tradi- 


perlence to organize large-scale socialized production and a 
fence and technology. This produced many difficulties for the 
of China's socialist system and socialist cause. Because of 
independence of old ways of thinking and old customs, they 
wiped out as soon as the old political and economic systems 


hrown. Inevitably they influenced and corrupted the thinking 


le in many different ways, and by means of this influence and 


n they have surtaced in the new system. The egalitarianism, 


‘tration of power, and patriarchy which exist as problems in the 


io al systems, as well as certain officious management 


tration methods in work, agriculture, and commerce, are all 


eStigial influences of feudalism and the petty 

to perfect and complete our economic and political 
ist maintain a constant struggle and work hard to eradicate the 
t teudalist, capitalist, and all otaer nonproletarian ways of 


rocess of learning trom foreign countries’ experiences about 


struct socialism duriny the early years of the founding of new 
irratiomaiiv imported some management systems and management 


ich were not suitable for the situation in China. After the 
ent of new China we were very quick to carry out socialist 
f the syste yf private ownersh.p of the means of production 


r 
thly implemented the socialist system. However, at that time 


} - } 7 , } 7h ; [5 - ; y r 
ind e people's theoretical and ideological preparations for 
C1ion 1 ocialism were lacking. Everyone lacked experienc e 
irrvy out the oncrete organization and manayement of the various 
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t thie ituati was extremely complex. 1 Clic is} I 
Tt f ew CaSkKS and these new historical nditions we 
:] Lae Micklv altered the leadership system of the party and the style 
stershiip a5 well as suitable handling relations between the party and 
gernment and other social organizations while clearly defining the 
C cover per: n's powers. However, for a preat many vear we did 
i 1! tead we continued to adhere to the party's System ¢ f 
tCralized leadersnip. What is more this system of leadership became 
t Nye. As a resuit power Decame overconcentrated in 
l yt the party committee, there was no separation between the 
Che yovernment and the party ended up representing the ygovern- 


this simply increased bureaucracy and individual arbit 
i C.aidht ind thus prevented effective leadership of the party 
» CPC Central Committee, the 
rities have studiously assimilated lessons in this area 
1" 1 ined 0 ot nat arty leadership is mainly ideological 
2 al rganicatfonal leadership and that this should not in 
Cration work in the government and in enterprises nor product 
srthermore the party has brought up a series of measures 
t i i Jivision between party and government work and these 
t retorm in the party leadership system and the poli 


way Ci fot tt 1950O°s, some things emerged which were divc 
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peCual lev — China’s productive forces and the developme 
llism and which were violations of the principles of soc 
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ite + nomy, collective economies, and to a certain extent, individual 


r economies, all on the premise of the absolute superiority of 
ip. Thus, under ideological control which i 
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<t recent years, in the field of literature and art, the question 
the tendency of turniny literary and art works into commodities 
een repeatedly put forth. However, people have not been adequately 
bie rte fo, ive not adequately paid attention to, the existence of 
Chis te y and its harmful effects, and there has been a lack of effec- 
Cive me res tor correcting this tendency. Therefore, this tendency has 
ecome spleuous from time to time, and is becoming increasingly more 
erious t it is allowed to prevail, our socialist literature and art 
escend trom the high political and moral plane which it should attain, 
ine in ideological and art strength, and may lose its realistic 
istoric luster. In his government work report presented at the First 
t the Sixth NPC, Premier Zhao Ziyang pointed out the seriousness 
fothi roblem. He said: "While continuing to overcome ‘le‘’t' errors, 
wt ft stantly watch out for the tendency of some works tv > ‘rass 
mer lism reyardless of the social consequences; this has v 
' r id a pernicious influence. We should adopt ef. 
‘ ectit this tendency." ) promote the further cevec pment 
r t r country's socialist literature and art, we svould 
t iandle and resolve this question. 
t : ir il ircumstances, works of our socialist literature 
r oe slated in the torm ot commodities. However, the dasi il 
I ; ocialist literature irt is to influence people's minds 
‘ eans munist ideology, and not to earn money. Recently, many 
readers, writers, and audiences of various localities have written to 
eWwSD.L rs, azazines, and various departments concerned, to disclose and 
ritici2e me iltural and artistic workers’ practices of copving, 
ipgiarizing, id encroaching on the fruits of other people's creative 
wWOTk he i] ive fisclosed an riticized the erroneous pract ice of 
issuing publications and giving performances for profitemaking. They have 
gOLemni Ne yut that these phenomena represent a retrogression of, and 
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